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17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
JuLY 26, 2026

FIRST READING : 1 Kings 3:5,7-12

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, ‘Ask what you
would like me to give you.” Solomon replied, ‘O Lord my God, you have
made your servant king in succession to David my father. But [ am a
very young man, unskilled in leadership. Your servant finds himself in
the midst of this people of yours that you have chosen, a people so
many its number cannot be counted or reckoned. Give your servant a
heart to understand how to discern between good and evil, for who
could govern this people of yours that is so great?’ It pleased the Lord
that Solomon should have asked for this. ‘Since you have asked for this’
the Lord said ‘and not asked for long life for yourself or riches or the
lives of your enemies, but have asked for a discerning judgement for
yourself, here and now I do what you ask. [ give you a heart wise and
shrewd as none before you has had and none will have after you.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM : Psalm 118:57,72,76-77,127-130

¥ Lord, I love your commands.

My part, I have resolved, O Lord, is to obey your commands.
The law from your mouth means more to me than silver and gold. ¥

Let your love be ready to console me by your promise to your servant.
Let your love come to me and I shall live, for your law is my delight. Y

That is why I love your commands more than finest gold.
That is why I rule my life by your precepts. I have false ways. ¥

Your will is wonderful indeed; therefore, I obey it.
The unfolding of your word gives light and teaches the simple. ¥

SECOND READING : Romans 8:28-30

We know that by turning everything to their good, God co-operates with
all those who love him, with all those he has called according to his
purpose. They are the ones he chose specially long ago and intended to
become true images of his Son, so that his Son might be the eldest of
many brothers. He called those he intended for this; those he called, he
justified, and with those he justified he shared his glory.

GOSPEL : Matthew 13:44-52

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden
in a field which someone has found; he hides it again, goes off happy,
sells everything he owns and buys the field. ‘Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of
great value he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it. ‘Again, the
kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul
of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting
down, they collect the good ones in a basket and throw away those that
are no use. This is how it will be at the end of time: the angels will appear
and separate the wicked from the just to throw them into the blazing
furnace where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. ‘Have you
understood all this?” They said, ‘Yes.” And he said to them, ‘Well then,
every scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a
householder who brings out from his storeroom things both new and
old’

PRAYER IN DISCOURAGEMENT

My JESUS, relieve me of my discouragement.
My devotion has vanished; spiritual thoughts no
longer soothe my troubled soul. Even the
remembrances of Your passion and of Your Blessed
Mother grow dim before my vision. O Jesus, do not
forsake me. Help me, help me! I am resolved not to
omit a single one of my devotions. Hear me, O my
God, strengthen and increase my faith. Keep me from
yielding to temptation. You said, “My yoke is sweet;
my burden is light.” Have mercy on me, for
wheresoever I turn [ see only obstacles and
difficulties. Were my faith strong I would accept my
trials; but alas, I feel only impatience, doubt and
discouragement. My soul, hold fast to Jesus. How
faint-hearted and childish I am! All my comfort, all
my joy must come from You. Bring me closer to You
when temptations assail me. Help me not to fail.
O Lord, my God, I cast myself entirely into Your
Hands. Worn out by the struggle, I will rest beneath
Your cross; pray for me in my desolation of soul.

JEsUs, BE MERCIFUL TO ME. AMEN,

A prayer by Saint John Newmann (1811-1860)

Novena Prayer for the
Return of Lapsed Catholics
~
O Good Shepherd, you never cease to seek
out the lost, to call home the stray, to
comfort the frightened, and to bind up the
wounded. [ ask you to bring (mention
names) back to the practice of the Faith,
and to remove all obstacles that prevent
them from receiving your abundant mercy,
which flows sacramentally through the
heart of your holy Church.
Through the intercession of
Mary, the Mother of God, their Guardian
Angel(s), their Patron Saint(s) and the ever-
prayerful St. Monica, may you pardon their
sins and unshackle them from whatever
hinders their freedom to come Home,
For you, O Good Shepherd, loved us to the
end and offered yourself to the Father for
the salvation of all. Amen.

Prayers for the refurn of a lapsed Cathalic should also be
accompanied by saorificial and secret acts of fasting and
almesgiving done in their nane.




PROCESSIONAL HYMN:
Be thou my vision,

0 Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me,
save that thou art.

Thou my best thought,
by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping

thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom,
and thou my true word;
[ ever with thee

and thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father;
thine own may I be:
Thou in me dwelling,
and [ one with thee.

High King of heaven,

when victory is won,

May I reach heaven’s joys,

bright heaven’s Sun!

Heart of my heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

OFFERTORY HYMN:

Lord, make me to know thy ways,

O Lord. O Lord, teach me thy paths,
O lead me in thy truth, and teach me,
For thou art the God of my salvation.

Ifye love me,

Keep my commandments,
And [ will pray the Father,
And he shall give you another
comforter,

That he may bide you for ever,
Ev’n the spirit of truth.

COMMUNION HYMN:

O Beauty ever ancient,

and yet so new,

How I hunger

and thirst now I have tasted You,

You were deep within me all the while
that I remained apart,

Now my soul will be restless, until it
rests in Your heart.

RECESSIONAL HYMN:

Let us sing to you, O Mary,

disciple first and best,

Join our voices sing with every age
that loves to call you blest.

Blessed you among all women,

first in faith, in hope, in love,
Blessed you who believed in the
promise from above,

Chosen Woman, through obedience
untied the knot of Eve,

Holy Virgin, fruitful Mother of all who
believe.

Hail His Palace! Hail His Tabernacle!
Hail His Ark! His Shrine!

Hail His Home! His Throne!

His Servant! His Mother and mine!
Consecrated by the Father,

before time had e’er begun,

And prepared by the Spirit

to mother the Son, Spotless Ark,
conceived immaculate

and spared from every sin,

Full of grace, you won God'’s favour,
enfleshed the Word within.

At the cross, a sword of sorrow
would pierce your loving soul,

As your Son is opened with a lance
and Blood and Water flow.

Hail Model of the Church

newly created from His side,
Called to mother Christ’s children
and be His holy Bride,

And His words: “Behold your mother,’
And “Woman see your son,”

Are his gift to His disciples

while endless ages run.

]

To the Father, faithful daughter,
We join with you our praise,

To your Son, O Blessed Mother,
Our worship we raise.

To the Spirit by Whose power
you conceived the living Word,
our profound adoration

will always be heard,

Turn your eyes, O Holy Mary,
look lovingly and bless,

Take our prayer, in love transform it,
unite it with your “Yes!”

New Zealand Christian Lawyers
Conference. Dinner: Thurs 27 Aug from
6.30pm. Conference: Friday 28 Aug from
9.30am - 4pm. For further details, see the
Posters in the Church, including QR code.
For Cost and Registration:
https://events.humanitix.com/nz-
christian-lawyers-conference-2026

Prayer Retreat for Women: 'Prayer and
the Interior Life' Friday 9t October 6pm
to Sunday 11th October 3pm 2026 - with
time for Holy Mass, Eucharistic
Adoration, Reconciliation,

Personal Prayer and Spiritual

Direction. Location: Hillsborough,
Auckland.

Register: www.stfrancisretreatcentre.org
Nz

NEW Beginners Theology of the Body
Course - Saturday 29th August 8am -
5pm, Mission Bay, Auckland.

Register: theologyofthebody.nz

NEXT SUNDAY:

2rd August 2026
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Yr A/2)
Is 55:1-3; Rom 8:35,37-39; Mt 14:13-21;

LITURGY ROSTER

Readers: E. O’Brien, T. Molloy
Prayers of the Faithful: E. Shaw
Offertory: Drabble Family
Special Ministers: K. Selvan

CHURCH CLEANING
No Church Cleaning

SUNDAY CUP OF TEA ROSTER
Volunteer - 2 August

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
26 Jul: Florence Tolcher, Michael Moore
27 Jul: Kathleen Limbrick
28 Jul: Caroline Ann Carney
29 Jul: Gordon Harvey, Sefo Vaituliao
31 Jul: Joseph Haare
1 Aug: Annette Waitapu, Michael O’Reilly,
Celina Nicholson

PARISH FINANCES

$2,679.35
$1.339.68
$4,019.03

Parish
Priests
Total APS and Cash

HOLY FAMILY NOTICES
Holy Family Masses are livestreamed to
our Youtube Channel each day, including
the Sunday Masses. Please be aware of
this aspect of our Liturgical life. See the
front page of the Newsletter for the
internet link.
We are going to start learning -
The Lord's Prayer - ICEL Chant - New
English Translation of the Roman Missal,
Third Edition, the link to the chant is
below:

https://youtu.be/egar8MKQrUA

Catechism Classes -

Don’t forget Catechism Classes start
again today after the 9:30am Mass,
please encourage your children to
attend their classes.

24 Hour Adoration next month will be
on Friday 7th August 6pm to Saturday 8t
August 6pm, if you are available to fill in
next month, please let Ellen know at
hfparish@xtra.co.nz

“How good and how sweet it is to dwell in
this Heart! This is the hidden treasure, the
pearl of great price which we discover, O
Jesus, when we dig in the field of Your
Body. Who, then, would cast aside this
Pearl? Far from it! For It, [ will give away
all my goods and offer in exchange, all my
concerns and affections.”

- St Bonaventure
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