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15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
JuLy 12,2026

FIRST READING : Isaiah 55:10-11

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do not return without watering the earth,
making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the word that goes from my
mouth does not return to me empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM : Psalm 64(65):10-14
154 The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.

You care for the earth, give it water, You fill it with riches. Your river in heaven brims over to provide its grain. ¥
And thus you provide for the earth; You drench its furrows, You level it, soften it with showers, You bless its growth.
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You crown the year with your goodness. Abundance flows in your steps, in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. ¥

The hills are girded with joy, the meadows covered with flocks the valleys are decked with wheat. They shout for joy,
yes they sing. ¥

SECOND READING : Romans 8:18-23

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting for us. The
whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons. It was not for any fault on the part of creation that it was made
unable to attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but creation still retains the hope of being freed, like us, from its slavery
to decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and glory as the children of God. From the beginning till now the entire creation, as
we know, has been groaning in one great act of giving birth; and not only creation, but all of us who possess the first-fruits of
the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set free.

GOSPEL : Matthew 13:1-23

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat there.
The people all stood on the beach, and he told them many things in parables. He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As
he sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Others fell on patches of rock where
they found little soil and sprang up straight away, because there was no depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they
were scorched and, not having any roots, they withered away. Others fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. Others fell on rich soil and produced their crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone
who has ears!” Then the disciples went up to him and asked, ‘Why do you talk to them in parables?” ‘Because’ he replied,
‘the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven are revealed to you, but they are not revealed to them. For anyone who has will be
given more, and he will have more than enough; but from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away. The
reason | talk to them in parables is that they look without seeing and listen without hearing or understanding. So in their
case this prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled: You will listen and listen again, but not understand, see and see again, but not
perceive. For the heart of this nation has grown coarse, their ears are dull of hearing, and they have shut their eyes, for fear
they should see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their heart, and be converted and be healed by me.
‘But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because they hear! I tell you solemnly, many prophets and holy men
longed to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what you hear, and never heard it. ‘You, therefore, are to hear the
parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom without understanding, the evil one comes and carries
off what was sown in his heart: this is the man who received the seed on the edge of the path. The one who received it on
patches of rock is the man who hears the word and welcomes it at once with joy. But he has no root in him, he does not last;
let some trial come, or some persecution on account of the word, and he falls away at once. The one who received the seed
in thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this world and the lure of riches choke the word and so he
produces nothing. And the one who received the seed in rich soil is the man who hears the word and understands it; he is
the one who yields a harvest and produces now a hundredfold, now sixty, now thirty.’




PROCESSIONAL HYMN:

Praise to the Holiest in the height,
and in the depth be praise;

in all his words most wonderful,
most sure in all his ways!

0 loving wisdom of our God!

When all was sin and shame, a second
Adam to the fight and to the rescue
came.

O wisest love! that flesh and blood,
which did in Adam fail, should strive
afresh against the foe, should strive,
and should prevail.

And that the highest gift of grace
should flesh and blood refine: God’s
presence and his very self, and essence
all divine.

O generous love! that he who smote in
man for man the foe, the double agony
in Man for man should undergo.

And in the garden secretly, and on the
cross on high, should teach his
brethren, and inspire to suffer and to
die.

OFFERTORY HYMN:

Fear not within, lest hope recede,
No lilies spin, yet they exceed e’en
Solomon, As for your need the
Father sees and is well pleased you
Seize from Him the kingdom.
Birds store up naught within a
Barn and give no thought to future
harm, no plans are thrawt, the
Father’s arm makes them secure,
Let hope be sure and pure hearts
cleave the kingdom.

Some seed is sown upon the path,
But Satan roams, before the heart
can make its own, and leaves no part
for wisdom shown, so love
unknown, disowned, departs the
loser. Some seed is sown on rocky
ground, where joy entralls, till
trouble’s found within its walls, and
then it’s bound to fall away, as man
astray falls prey to the accuser.

Next falls the seed where thorns will
choke, where daily greed becomes a
yoke demanding feed; once wealth
has spoke he falls away, this broken
reed in need of ev’ry pleasure.

When seed adheres to fertile soil, a
heart that hears, prepared to toil
despite all fears, lest something spoil
in Vale of tears, then fruit it bears for
years beyond all measure.

For where your heart is there will be
your treasure.

COMMUNION HYMN:

Godhead here in hiding,

whom I do adore,

Masked by these bare shadows,
shape and nothing more,

See, Lord, at thy service

low lies here a heart.

Lost, all lost in wonder

at the God thou art.

Seeing, touching, tasting

are in thee deceived:

How says trusty hearing?
that shall be believed;

What God's Son has told me,
take for truth I do;

Truth himself speaks truly
or there's nothing true.

On the cross thy godhead

made no sign to men,

Here thy very manhood

steals from human ken:

Both are my confession,

both are my belief,

And I pray the prayer of the dying thief.

[ am not like Thomas,
wounds I cannot see,

But can plainly call thee
Lord and God as he;

This faith each day deeper
be my holding of,

daily make me harder
hope and dearer love.

O thou reminder, of Christ crucified,
Living bread, the life of,

Us for whom he died,

Lend this life to me then;

Feed and feast my mind,

There be thou the sweetness,

Man was meant to find.

RECESSIONAL HYMN:

Cause of our delight,

O Splendour of our race,

Hail! Full of grace, radiant in light,
Holy Mary, shine in our night.

Heaven, hear, rejoice,

your Queenship to acclaim
and praise your name,

by God’s own choice

Holy Mary, be thou, our voice.

Flower like the rose,

e’en in the midst of thorn,
all those who mourn,

deep your heart knows,
Holy Mary, comfort bestow.

Brightest Dawn, you shine,
the sun completes your vest,
O Mother blest of the divine,
Holy Mary, give us new wine.

Cause of our delight,

O Splendour of our race,

Hail! full of grace, radiant in light,
Holy Mary, shine in our night.

NEXT SUNDAY:
19t July 2026
16t Sunday in Ordinary Time (Yr A/2)
Wis 12:13,16-19; Rom 8:26-27;
Mt 13:24-43;

LITURGY ROSTER

Readers: S. Shaw, E. Shaw

Prayers of the Faithful: P. Agostini
Offertory: W&R Fakava Family
Special Ministers: P. Tagiilima

CHURCH CLEANING
Adoration

SUNDAY CUP OF TEA ROSTER
School Holidays - Volunteers
for 19t July
Please see Ellen or email
hfparish@xtra.co.nz

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
12 Jul: Eruera Erihe
13 Jul: William Strong, Shay Ah Loo
14 Jul: Pat Chillingworth, James Hodge,
Gerald Stansfield, June Tyrell,
Constantinus Bonsel
15 Jul: Alice May Robinson
16 Jul: Dood Lett
17 Jul: Alfred McCullough, June Vuksich
18 Jul: Vaea Manuha’apai

PARISH FINANCES
Parish $2282.15
Priests $1,141.08
Total APS and Cash $3,423.23

HOLY FAMILY PARISH NOTICES

EXPLORING THE MYSTERY:

A deep dive into the Eucharist
Featuring Special Guest Speaker:
DR. Robert Haddad at Holy Family on
Saturday 18th July, 1pm to 4pm.

2 TALKS:
The Eucharist and the Tree of Life
The Eucharist, the Medicine of
Immortality

See Posters and Flyers for more details of
Dr Robert’s visit, including different talks
in other parishes.

New Zealand Christian Lawyers
Conference. Dinner: Thurs 27 Aug from
6.30pm. Conference: Friday 28 Aug from
9.30am - 4pm. For further details, see the
Posters in the Church, including QR code.
For Cost and Registration:
https://events.humanitix.com/nz-
christian-lawyers-conference-2026

For more notices, please see the
noticeboard.

Prayer is to our soul what rain is to the soil.
Fertilize the soil ever so richly, it will remain
barren unless fed by frequent rains.
~ St John Vianney
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