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FIRST READING : Acts 2:1-11

When Pentecost day came round, they had all met in one room, when suddenly they heard what sounded like a powerful wind from
heaven, the noise of which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; and something appeared to them that seemed like
tongues of fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to
speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of speech. Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation
under heaven, and at this sound they all assembled, each one bewildered to hear these men speaking his own language. They were
amazed and astonished. ‘Surely’ they said ‘all these men speaking are Galileans? How does it happen that each of us hears them in
his own native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as visitors from Rome - Jews and proselytes alike -
Cretans and Arabs; we hear them preaching in our own language about the marvels of God.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM : Psalm 103(104): 1, 24, 29-31, 34 “The Church is
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Bless the Lord my soul, Lord God how great you are,
How many are your works, O Lord. The earth is full of your riches. I¥

You take back your spirit, they die, returning to the dust from which they came.
You send forth your spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth. ¥

May the glory of the Lord last forever! May the Lord rejoice in his works!
May my thoughts be pleasing to him. I find my joy in the Lord. I¥

SECOND READING : 1 Corinthians 12:3-7,12-13

St. Boniface

No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ unless he is under the influence of the Holy Spirit. There is a variety of gifts but always the same
Spirit; there are all sorts of service to be done, but always to the same Lord; working in all sorts of different ways in different people,
it is the same God who is working in all of them. The particular way in which the Spirit is given to each person is for a good
purpose. Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit because all these parts, though many, make one
body, so it is with Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was
given to us all to drink.

GOSPEL : John 20:19-23

In the evening of the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus
came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were
filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. ‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’
After saying this he breathed on them and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for
those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’
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The beautiful story
of the Ordination
of FR KARL LEISNER

Karl Leisner (28 February 1915 - 12 August 1945) was a German Catholic seminarian, deacon, and priest who became
the only man in history ordained to the priesthood inside a Nazi concentration camp. Arrested for a single incautious
remark against Hitler, he endured five years of imprisonment, including time in Sachsenhausen and Dachau, where
tuberculosis ravaged his body. Yet in the depths of Dachau’s “priests’ block,” fellow prisoners and a courageous young
woman enabled a secret, fully valid ordination on 17 December 1944. He celebrated his only Mass nine days later and
died weeks after liberation, having forgiven his persecutors. Pope John Paul Il beatified him as a martyr on 23 June 1996

in Berlin’s Olympiastadion—the very stadium built for Hitler’s 1936 Olympics.
EARLY LIFE AND YOUTH LEADERSHIP

Karl Leisner was born in 1915 in a small town on the Rhine to a devout Catholic family. When he was a boy, the family
moved to Kleve. He joined the Catholic Youth Movement and by his teens was already leading it. In 1933, when Hitler
came to power, Karl was 18. Within a year, the Hitler Youth had absorbed or outlawed nearly every German youth
organization—except the Catholic ones. Karl refused to let them disappear.

In 1934 he entered the seminary in Miinster. Bishop Clemens August von Galen personally chose the young seminarian
to lead the diocesan Catholic Youth Movement. A seminarian enjoyed slightly more protection from the Gestapo than a
layman, so Karl ran the groups — openly, when possible, underground when necessary. He took them cycling across
the Dutch border for camps away from Nazi surveillance. During these years he also fell deeply in love with a young
woman named Elisabeth. He spent the summer of 1936 in anguish, torn between marriage and the priesthood.
Ultimately, he chose the priesthood, but he kept her photograph and confided in his diary that the decision had nearly
broken him.

On 25 March 1939 (the Feast of the Annunciation), Bishop von Galen ordained Karl a deacon. He was expected to be
ordained a priest a few months later.

TUBERCULOSIS, ARREST, AND IMPRISONMENT

Instead, tuberculosis struck. Karl was sent to a sanatorium in the Black Forest to recover before priestly ordination. On
8 November 1939, Georg Elser’s bomb exploded in a Munich beer hall shortly after Hitler had left. The next day, another
patient mentioned the failed assassination. Sick, tired, and bitter, Karl replied with words to the effect of “A shame it
didn’t work.” The remark was reported. Within hours the Gestapo arrested him. He was never charged, never tried, and
never sentenced.

After time in prison and Sachsenhausen concentration camp, he arrived at Dachau in December 1940 and became
Inmate No. 22,356 in Barracks 26—the infamous “priests’ block.” By then Dachau held more than 2,700 Christian clergy,
most of them Catholic priests; 1,034 of them would die there. Karl endured starvation rations, forced labor in all
weather, beatings (once losing consciousness), and advancing tuberculosis that left him coughing blood. He was placed
on the list for transport to the Hartheim gas chambers, but was saved when fellow priests hid him in the infirmary.

Despite everything, he kept a diary. Its surviving pages reveal a man who never stopped asking for ordination. Under
canon law, only a bishop could ordain him, and no bishop could enter Dachau.

THE NAZIs MISTAKE

In September 1944 the Nazis arrested Bishop Gabriel Piguet of Clermont-Ferrand, France, for hiding Jewish children
and aiding the French Resistance. They sent him to Dachau—one barracks away from the dying deacon.

Fellow priests immediately saw the possibility. The plan had to be completely secret; discovery meant execution for
everyone involved. It also had to be fully valid under canon law. They needed written permission from Karl’s bishop in
Miinster and from Cardinal Michael Faulhaber in Munich, proper vestments, a ritual book, Holy Chrism, an episcopal
ring, a crosier, and a pectoral cross.

They found their lifeline in Josefa Mack—“Madi”—a 21-year-old postulant with the School Sisters of Notre Dame. Her
convent ran a garden that supplied vegetables to Dachau, and she was allowed inside the camp. Over three months she
smuggled messages in and out under constant threat of death. She was able to supply: the petition for ordination, the
replies granting permission, the ritual book, and the Holy Chrism.




Inside the camp, prisoners improvised the rest with astonishing skill and ecumenical cooperation. Polish priests who
had been silversmiths forged the ring and pectoral cross from scraps of camp metal. A tailor stitched vestments from
scavenged fabric. A Czech prisoner carved the bishop’s crosier from wood. Lutheran pastors and Orthodox clergy helped
organize. A Jewish violinist offered to play outside the chapel to mask any sounds of the liturgy.

SECRET ORDINATION and FIRST MASS

On Gaudete Sunday, 17 December 1944—the Third Sunday of Advent, a day of joy—Karl, so weak he had to be helped
into the chapel, received the fullness of holy orders. Bishop Piguet, wearing makeshift vestments, celebrated the
complete ordination rite: the laying on of hands, the anointing of Karl’s palms with the smuggled Chrism, and every
prescribed prayer. Nothing was omitted. Bishop Piguet later wrote that nothing was lacking; it was as though he were
in his own cathedral. The violinist played outside. No SS guards intervened.

Karl was too ill to say Mass immediately. For nine days he prepared in his bunk. On 26 December 1944, the Feast of St.
Stephen the First Martyr, Father Karl Leisner celebrated his first—and only—Mass. Fellow priests attended. Protestant
ministers had saved cookies and real coffee from family packages for a small celebration afterward. Karl gave his
blessing to the men imprisoned for the same faith he held.

LIBERATION AND DEATH

Dachau was liberated by American troops on 29 April 1945. Karl was too weak to travel home. He was transferred to a
Catholic sanatorium run by nuns outside Munich. He continued writing in his diary. On 25 July 1945 he penned the line
that became his lasting testament: “Bless even my enemies, O Most High.”

Father Karl Leisner died peacefully on 12 August 1945 at age 30, surrounded by family members who had finally
reached him, and by some of the priests who had been with him in Dachau. The war in Europe had ended only about
100 days earlier.

LEGACY

Karl Leisner never led a large resistance network or hid Jewish children. His “crime” was a single bitter remark wishing
a tyrant dead. His legacy is far greater: a single, fully valid priestly ordination carried out inside a Nazi concentration
camp through ingenuity, courage, and ecumenical solidarity; one Mass offered on an altar of scraps; and a deathbed
prayer of forgiveness.

In 1996 Pope John Paul II beatified him in Berlin’s Olympiastadion—the same arena Hitler had used for Nazi rallies. A
German priest murdered by the Nazis was raised to the altars by a Polish pope in the heart of the former Reich. His feast
day is 12 August.

Karl Leisner’s story shows that even in the darkest place on earth, the love of Christ and the Church’s sacramental life
could not be extinguished. A dying seminarian received the priesthood he had longed for his whole life, thanks to... a
French bishop arrested for sheltering Jews, a 21-year-old German postulant-sister risking execution, craftsmen from
many nations, other Churchmen assisting, and a Jewish violinist playing outside the chapel.

One priest. One Mass. One line of forgiveness. And a witness that still shines.




SEQUENCE:

Holy Spirit, Lord of Light,

From the clear celestial height
Thy pure beaming radiance give.
Come, thou Father of the poor,
Come with treasures which endure
Come, thou light of all that live!

Thou, of all consolers best,
Thou, the soul’s delightful guest,
Dost refreshing peace bestow
Thou in toil art comfort sweet
Pleasant coolness in the heat
Solace in the midst of woe.

Light immortal, light divine,
Visit thou these hearts of thine,
And our inmost being fill:

If thy take thy grace away,
Nothing pure in man would stay
All his good is turned to ill.

Heal our wounds, our strength renew
On our dryness pour thy dew

Wash the stains of guilt away:

Bend the stubborn heart and will
Melt the frozen, warm the chill

Guide the steps that go astray.

Thou, on us who evermore

Thee confess and thee adore,
With thy sev’nfold gifts descend:
Give us comfort when we die
Give us life with thee on high
Give us joys that never end.

COMMUNION HYMN:

O Lord, give thy Holy Spirit into our hearts
And lighten our understanding,

That we may dwell in the fear of thy name
All the days of our life: that we may know
Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
Whom thou hast sent.

O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray
that all thy Church might be for ever one,
grant us at every Eucharist to say

with longing heart and soul,

"thy will be done."

O may we all one Bread, one Body be,
through this blest Sacrament of unity.

For all thy Church, O Lord,

we intercede; make thou our sad
divisions soon to cease;

draw us the nearer

each to each, we plead,

by drawing all to thee,

O Prince of Peace; thus may we all
one Bread, one Body be,

through this blest Sacrament of unity.

We pray thee too for wanderers

from thy fold;

O bring them back,

good Shepherd of the sheep,

back to the faith

which saints believed of old,

back to the Church which still that faith
doth keep; soon may we all

one Bread, one Body be,

through this blest Sacrament of unity.

So, Lord, at length

when sacraments shall cease,
May we be one with

all thy Church above,
one with thy saints

in one unbroken peace,
One with thy saints

in one unbounded love;
More blessed still,

in peace and love to be
one with Trinity in Unity.

RECESSIONAL HYMN:
Come down, O love divine,
see Thou this soul of mine,
And visit it with

Thine own ardour glowing.
O Comforter, draw near,
within my heart appear,
And kindle it,

Thy holy flame bestowing.

0 let it freely burn,

til earthly passions turn

To dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let Thy glorious light

shine ever on my sight, and clothe me
round, the while my path illuming.

Let holy charity mine outward vesture be,
and lowliness become

mine inner clothing;

True lowliness of heart,

which takes the humbler part,

And o’er its own short comings

weeps with loathing.

And so the yearning strong,

with which the soul will long,

Shall far outpass

the pow’r of human telling;

For none can guess its grace,

till he become the place

Wherein the Holy Spirit

makes His dwelling.

More Diocesan Notices:

Rise up and Shine Festival Taste the
World, Celebrate the Culture! 30th of
May, 2026. Starts at 10am with Thanks
giving Mass. Followed by Social
Entertainment until 3pm at Malaeola
Community Centre, 16 Waokauri Place,
Mangere.

Youth Day Launch on the 7t of June at
Holy Family Korean Parish,
Flatbush, Begins with mass at 2:30
pm. There will be sessions and
programmes to follow after Mass.

WYD 2027 Webinars World Youth Day
2027 in Seoul Korea, More information
at www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinars-2026

World Youth Day Auckland 2026
10:00am-8:30pm Saturday 1st August at
Victory Convention Centre For more info
and to register go

to: https://events.humanitix.com/world-
youth-day-auckland-2026

NEXT SUNDAY:
31st May 2026
The Most Holy Trinity (Yr A/2)
Ex 34:4-6,8-9; 2 Cor 13:11-13; Jn 3:16-18;

LITURGY ROSTER

Readers: M. D’Souza, N. Nunes
Prayers of the Faithful: E. O’'Brien
Offertory: Hatzaw Family

Special Ministers: P. Tagiilima

CHURCH CLEANING
No Church Cleaning

SUNDAY CUP OF TEA ROSTER
Senior Legion of Mary

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
24 May: Eileen Hunter
25 May: Ernest Henty
26 May: John Keating, Conrad Scanlan
27 May: Kathleen Dilmott, Venus Tomlinson
28 May: John Hart, Dorris Smith,

Angeline Culas, Vivienne Vaetoru

29 May: Margaret Ryan, Margaret Savage

PARISH FINANCES
Parish $2,335.43
Priests $1,167.71
Total APS and Cash $3,503.14

HOLY FAMILY PARISH NOTICES
24hr Adoration - 1st Friday & Saturday
Adoration - Friday 5t June from 6pm to
Saturday 6t June at 6pm. We have Fri 5t
June - 6pm - 7pm, 8pm - 9pm, Saturday -
10am -11am, 11am -12pm, 1pm - 2pm,
5pm -6pm. please see Ellen or email
hfparish@xtra.co.nz

Family Life Catholic Gifts would like to
advise that we now have stock of the 1962
Roman Missal as well as the Latin/English
Booklet for the Tridentine Mass. We also
have stocks of the new Ignatius Study Bible
(commentaries by Scott Hahn and Curtis
Mitch) at competitive prices, in the
personal size as well as the larger size. We
have in stock copies of books by Brant
Pitre and Trent Horn, authors
recommended by Fr Jeremy.

To view these, visit us at Catholic Gifts,
569 Richardson Road, Mt Roskill or
catholicgifts.co.nz. Phone: 09 6290820.

DIOCESAN NOTICES

Jubilee Year of St Francis (1226-2026)
Franciscan Friars Vocation Dinner -
Auckland. Wednesday, 27 May - 6:00pm
(Mass and Evening Prayer, followed by a
shared meal) at St Francis Retreat Centre
(50 Hillsborough Road, Mt Roskill,
Auckland). This gathering is a wonderful
opportunity for single men aged 18-40 to
learn more about Franciscan religious
lifeRSVP / Enquiries: Br Philip Jeffares
OFM +64 210 414 642 Br Yornes Panggur
OFM +64 225 25993

Email: vocations@franciscans.org.au
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