
 

 

They are happy who follow God’s law!   

PARISH YOUTUBE CHANNEL : LIVESTREAM MASSES : https://www.youtube.com/@HolyFamilyParish-v5l 

ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

YEAR A 

17TH OF  MAY  2026 

FIRST READING  :  Acts 1:1-11 

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until the day he gave his 

instructions to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had shown himself alive to them 

after his Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to appear to them and tell them about the kingdom of 

God. When he had been at table with them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father had 

promised. ‘It is’ he had said ‘what you have heard me speak about: John baptised with water but you, not many days from now, will 

be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’  Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, but you 

will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout 

Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.’ As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him 

from their sight. They were still staring into the sky when suddenly two men in white were standing near them and they said, ‘Why 

are you men from Galilee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, this same Jesus 

will come back in the same way as you have seen him go there.’ 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  :  Psalm 46(47):2-3,6-9 

Xcccccccccccccccccc,ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccXXXXdXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXcccjccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccchcccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccjcccc2cccccccccccccccccxccccccccccccchcccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccclcccccccccccccccccccccccccccccckcccccccccccccccccccchcccc2ccccccccccccccchccccccccccccccccccccccccccclccccccccccccccccccccccccccckcccccccccccccccccccccccccjccccccccccccccccccccccccccchcccccccccccccccccccccccccgccccccccccccccccccccccccfccccccccccccccccccccccccccccecccccccccccccccccccccccc /ccc 
R   God  mounts  his  throne  with  shouts  of  joy,  a  blare  of  trumpets  for  the  Lord. 

All peoples, clap your hands, cry to God with shouts of joy.  
For the Lord the Most High we must fear, great king over all the earth. R 

God goes up with shouts of joy, the Lord goes up with trumpet blast, 
sing praise for God, sing praise, sing praise to our king, sing praise. R 

God is king of all the earth, Sing praise with all your skill, 
God is king over the nations, God reigns on his holy throne. R 

SECOND READING  :  Ephesians 1:17-23 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what is revealed, to bring 

you to full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what hope his call holds for you, what rich 

glories he has promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for us believers. This you 

can tell from the strength of his power at work in Christ, when he used it to raise him from the dead and to make him sit at his right 

hand, in heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any other name that can be named not only in 

this age but also in the age to come. He has put all things under his feet and made him, as the ruler of everything, the head of the 

Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who fills the whole creation. 

GOSPEL :  Matthew 28:16-20 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet them. When they saw him, they fell down 

before him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me. Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teach them to observe all the commands I gave you. And know that I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.’ 
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ADULT FORMATION CLASSES 
 

Thursday 14th May at 7pm 
10 Session Course on -  Psalms – The School of Prayer 

Discover the Prayers at the Heart of Scripture 
in the Joseph Centre 

If you would like to be added to the reminder list,  

Please send your mobile number to hfparish@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

Pentecost Cultural Food Festival 

Bring your cultural dish and share it with the Parish 
 

Pentecost Sunday - Sunday 24th May –  

After the 9:30am Mass 

Tables that have been booked  by groups so far: 
Philippines, Samoa, India, South America, Fiji, Malaysia, 

Myanmar, France, South Africa, Croatia, Tonga and New 

Zealand - To book your group/table or join a table - Please 

contact Ellen on 834 6677 - or email hfparish@xtra.co.nz 

mailto:hfparish@xtra.co.nz


 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: 

Alleluia! sing to Jesus!  

His the scepter, his the throne. 

Alleluia! His the triumph, his the victory 

alone. Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion  

thunder like a mighty flood. 

Jesus out of every nation hath redeemed 

us  by his blood. 
 

Alleluia! not as orphans  

Are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! He is near us, faith believes,  

nor questions how; 

Though the cloud from sight received 

him when the forty days were o’er shall 

our hearts forget his promise, “I am with 

you evermore”? 
 

Alleluia! bread of heaven,  

here on earth our food and stay! 

Alleluia! here the sinful flee  

to thee from day to day. 

Intercessor, Friend of sinners,  

earth’s Redeemer, plead for me. 

Where the songs of all the sinless sweep 

across the crystal sea. 
 

Alleluia! King eternal,  

thee the Lord of lords we own; 

Alleluia! born of Mary,  

earth thy footstool, heav’n thy throne. 

Thou within the veil hast entered,  

robed in flesh, our great High Priest. 

Thou on earth both Priest and Victim in 

the Eucharistic Feast. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN: 

Jesu, rex admirabilis  
et triumphator noblis, 
Dulcedo, ineffabilis  
Totus desiderabils. 
 

Nec lingua potest dicere,  
Nec litera exprimere. 
Experto potes credere. 
Quid sit Jesum deligere. 
 

Jesu, dulcedo cordium,  
Fons vivus lumen mentium, 
Excedens, omne gaudium 
Et omne desiderium. 
 

Rex virtutum, rex gloriae,  
Rex insignis victoriae. 
Jesu, largitor gratiae,  
Honor caelestis curiae. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN: 

O Lord, give thy Holy Spirit into our hearts 
And lighten our understanding,  
That we may dwell in the fear of thy name 
All the days of our life: that we may know 
Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
Whom thou hast sent. 

___________________________ 

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing  

Praise to our victorious King: 

Who hath washed us in the tide Flowing 

his pierced side; 

Praise we him whose love divine  

Gives the guests his blood for wine, 

Gives his body for the feast, Love the 

Victim, Love the Priest. 

 

Where the Paschal blood is poured,  

Death’s dark angel sheathes his sword; 

Israel’s hosts triumphant go  

Through the wave that drowns the foe. 

Christ the Lamb whose blood was shed,  

Paschal victim, Paschal bread! 

With sincerity and love  

Eat we Manna from above. 
 

Mighty Victim from on high,  

Powers of hell beneath thee lie; 

Death is broken in the fight,  

Thou hast brought us life and light. 

Now thy banner thou dost wave,  

Conquering Satan and the grave. 

See the prince of darkness quelled; 

Heaven’s bright gates are open held. 
 

Paschal triumph, Pascal joy, 

Only sin can this destroy;  

From sin’s death do those set free, 

Souls reborn, dear Lord in thee. 

Hymns of glory, songs of praise,  

Father, unto thee we raise. 

Risen Lord, all praise to thee, 

Ever with the Spirit be.  A-men. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN: 

Hail, Redeemer, King Divine! 

Priest and Lamb, the throne is Thine, 

King, whose reign shall never cease, 

Prince of everlasting peace. 

 
Angels, saints and nations sing; 
“Praised be Jesus Christ, our King; 
Lord of life, earth, sky and sea, King of Love 
on Calvary.” 
 

King, whose name creation thrills, 

Rule our minds, our hearts, our wills, 

Till in peace each nation rings, 

With thy praises King of kings! 

 

Angels, saints and nations sing; 
“Praised be Jesus Christ, our King; 
Lord of life, earth, sky and sea, King of Love 
on Calvary.” 
 

King most holy, King of Truth,  

Guide the lowly, guide the youth;  

Christ, the King of Glory bright, 

Be to us eternal light.  

 

Angels, saints and nations sing; 
“Praised be Jesus Christ, our King; 
Lord of life, earth, sky and sea, King of Love 
on Calvary.” 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 

More Diocesan Notices: 
 

Rise up and Shine Festival Taste the 

World, Celebrate the Culture! 30th of 

May, 2026. Starts at 10am with Thanks 

giving Mass. Followed by Social 

Entertainment until 3pm. Music, Zumba, 

Food stalls and Cultural Show. Join us at 

the Migrant Chaplaincy Rise Up & Shine 

Festival, where every bite tells a story and 

every dance spark joy.  

 

     

      

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

NEXT SUNDAY:  

24th May 2026 

Pentecost (Yr A/2) 
Acts 2:1-11; 1 Cor 12:3-7,12-13; Jn 20:19-23; 

_______________________________________________________ 

LITURGY ROSTER 
 

Readers: R. Cardoza, S. Shaw 

Prayers of the Faithful: C. Tagiilima 

Offertory: P. Boyle 

Special Ministers: S. Molloy 
_______________________________________________________ 

CHURCH CLEANING 
Zapata Higuta Family 

_______________________________________________________ 

SUNDAY CUP OF TEA ROSTER 
Pentecost Food Festival 

_______________________________________________________ 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK 
18 May: Stella Fitzgerald 
19 May: Joseph McCormick, 
                 Yvette McIntyre, John Barry 
20 May: Eileen Brown, Patrick Hogan 
21 May: Nicolaas Janssen, George Bocirnea 
22 May: Frank Vernon, Suzanne Niu 
23 May: Kay Povinell, Jack Moody 

_______________________________________________________ 

PARISH FINANCES 
Parish $2,263.78 
Priests $1,131.89 
Total APS and Cash $3,395.67 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH NOTICES 
 

Sacramental Programme – 

Confirmation Classes next Saturday 23rd 

May at 4pm in the Joseph Centre. Please 
note: your child would need to have received 
their First Reconciliation. 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

DIOCESAN NOTICES 
Youth Day Launch on the 7th of June at 

Holy Family Korean Parish, 

Flatbush,  Begins with mass at 2:30 pm 

with Bishop Steve Lowe.  Priests are 

welcome to join this mass with their 

parish's young adult groups, there will be 

sessions and programmes to follow after 

Mass. 
 

Evangelion is proud to bring you Mike 

and Alicia Hernon, the hosts of the popular 

podcast from the USA; The Messy Family 

Project! Join us for an exciting event, diving 

into the intricacies of marriage and how 

family life can be chaotic, messy and sacred. 

Saturday 16th May 2026 - 11.00am - 

Sacred Heart Parish Hall, 16 Vermont 

Street, Ponsonby 
 

Jubilee Year of St Francis (1226–2026) 

Franciscan Friars Vocation Dinner – 

Auckland.  Wednesday, 27 May - 6:00pm 

(Mass and Evening Prayer, followed by a 

shared meal) at St Francis Retreat Centre 

(50 Hillsborough Road, Mt Roskill, 

Auckland).  This gathering is a wonderful 

opportunity for single men aged 18–40 to 

learn more about Franciscan religious 

lifeRSVP / Enquiries: Br Philip Jeffares 

OFM  +64 210 414 642 Br Yornes Panggur 

OFM +64 225 259 93 

Email: vocations@franciscans.org.au  

 

mailto:vocations@franciscans.org.au

