PARISH YOUTUBE CHANNEL : LIVESTREAM MASSES : https://www.youtube.com/@HolyFamilyParish-v5]

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - YEAR A — DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
12" oF APRIL 2026

FIRST READING : Acts 2:42-47

The whole community remained faithful to the teaching of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of bread and to the
prayers. The many miracles and signs worked through the apostles made a deep impression on everyone. The faithful all lived
together and owned everything in common; they sold their goods and possessions and shared out the proceeds among themselves
according to what each one needed. They went as a body to the Temple every day but met in their houses for the breaking of bread;
they shared their food gladly and generously; they praised God and were looked up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord added to
their community those destined to be saved.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM : Psalm 117(118):2-4,13-15,22-24
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14 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, His love is e-ver-las-ting.

Let the sons of Israel say: “His love has no end.” Let the sons of Aaron say: “His love has no end.” Let those who fear the Lord say: “His
love has no end.” Y

I was thrust, thrust down and falling, but the Lord was my helper. The Lord is my strength and my song, He was my Saviour, there are
shouts of joy and victory in the tents of the just. ¥

The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone, this is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes, this day was made
by the Lord, we rejoice and are glad. ¥

SECOND READING : 1 Peter 1:3-9

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy has given us a new birth as his sons, by raising Jesus
Christ from the dead, so that we have a sure hope and the promise of an inheritance that can never be spoilt or soiled and never
fade away, because it is being kept for you in the heavens. Through your faith, God’s power will guard you until the salvation which
has been prepared is revealed at the end of time. This is a cause of great joy for you, even though you may for a short time have to
bear being plagued by all sorts of trials; so that, when Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith will have been tested and proved like gold -
only it is more precious than gold, which is corruptible even though it bears testing by fire - and then you will have praise and glory
and honour. You did not see him, yet you love him; and still without seeing him, you are already filled with a joy so glorious that it
cannot be described, because you believe; and you are sure of the end to which your faith looks forward, that is, the salvation of
your souls.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of
the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The
disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. ‘As the Father sent me, so am
[ sending you.” After saying this he breathed on them and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are
forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.” Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in
his hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days
later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among
them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put
itinto my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: ‘You believe because you can
see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw,
but they are not recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing this vou mav have life through his name.

Jesus speaking to St. Faustina Kowalska, the saint who received the Divine Mercy revelations
From her Diary
“Proclaim that mercy is the greatest attribute of God. All the works of My hands are crowned with mercy.”

“My Heart overflows with great mercy for souls, and especially for poor sinners ... it is for them that the Blood and Water flowed from
My Heart as from a fount overflowing with mercy.”

“Souls that make an appeal to My mercy delight Me. To such souls I grant even more graces than they ask. I cannot punish even the
greatest sinner if he makes an appeal to My compassion, but on the contrary, I justify him in My unfathomable and inscrutable
mercy.”

“Mankind will not have peace until it turns with trust to My mercy.”




in the Canon of the Mass...

"Did you know that every time the priest prays the Roman
Canon (First Eucharistic Prayer) at Mass, he mentions
these seven courageous women saints by name—right
alongside the Apostles and early martyrs. They have been
invoked in the Eucharist for over 1,400 years:

St. Felicity and St. Perpetua

Felicity was a pregnant slave in Carthage (modern
Tunisia). Along with her mistress Perpetua, a young
noblewoman and mother, they refused to renounce
Christ. Felicity gave birth in prison just days before their
martyrdom in 203 AD. They were thrown to wild beasts
and then killed by the sword. Their powerful “Passion”
account, partly written by Perpetua herself, is one of the
earliest Christian writings by a woman.

St. Agatha
A beautiful noblewoman from Sicily, Agatha consecrated
her virginity to Christ. When she rejected the advances of
a Roman official, she suffered brutal tortures including
the cutting off of her breasts. She died in prison around
251 AD while praying. She is a powerful patron against
volcanic eruptions and for breast cancer patients.

St. Lucy (Lucia)
From Syracuse, Sicily, Lucy was a young virgin who gave
away her dowry to the poor. Betrayed by a suitor, she was
sentenced to a brothel but miraculously could not be
moved. She was tortured and finally killed around 304 AD.
Her name means “light,” and she is the patron of the blind
and those with eye problems.

St. Agnes
Only about 12 or 13 years old, this Roman girl refused to
marry a pagan and declared herself a bride of Christ. She
was condemned to a brothel but protected by a miracle,
then beheaded. Her name means “lamb” in Latin, and she
is one of the most beloved virgin martyrs and patron of
purity and chastity.

St. Cecilia
A noble Roman virgin who was forced into marriage but
converted her husband and brother-in-law to
Christianity. She was martyred around 230 AD — first
suffocated in steam, then beheaded. Famous for “singing”
hymns to God in her heart even during torture, she is the
patroness of music, musicians, and singers.

St. Anastasia
A generous Christian widow from Rome (or possibly
Sirmium), known for her charity and care for prisoners.
She suffered imprisonment and was martyred by burning
during the Diocletian persecution around 304 AD. Several
early churches in Rome were dedicated to her.

Why are they included in the Canon?

These women represent the complete witness of the early
Church — from different social classes (noble and slave),
different regions (Rome, Sicily, North Africa), and
different states in life (virgins and mothers).

By naming them alongside the Apostles and male martyrs,
the Church shows that holiness and martyrdom are for
everyone. Their inclusion, which dates back to at least the
time of St. Gregory the Great (6th-7th century), reminds
us that the Blood of Christ unites all the faithful, men and
women alike, in the one Body of Christ.

Next time you hear their names, let’s pray: Holy Martyrs
of the Canon—Felicity, Perpetua, Agatha, Lucy, Agnes,
Cecilia, and Anastasia — pray for us! That we may have
your courage, your purity, and your total love for Jesus."

- Jesus to St. Faustina
"Lay your head on
my shoulder, rest and

regain your strength.
I am always with you."

“Love 1s never wasted,
for its value does not
rest upon reciprocity.”

— C.5. Lewis

“The Eucharist is a fire that inflames us, that
like lions breathing fire, we may retire from
the altar being made terrible to the devil.”
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Pray, hope, and don't

worry. Worry is useless.
God 1s merciful and will
hear'your prayer.

- St. Padre Pio=" S5
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live in a day when

WERE NOT GIVENTOUS the enemy is
THAT WE SHOULD ENCLOSE THEMIN outside the Church,
BOOKS, BUT THAT WE SHOULD and | know where

ENGHAVE THEM UPON UUR HEAHTS _ he is, and what he
e - ) { is up to. But, |

foresee a day when
the enemy will be
both outside and
inside the Church ...
and, | pray for the
poor faithful who
will be caught in the

crossfire.” _
Cardinal John Henry Newman (1801-1890)

W "HUMILITY IS
" NOTHING BUT
TRUTH, AND PRIDE
IS NOTHING BUT
LYING."

SAINT
VINCENT

DE PAUL

You cannot
putstraight e sy voii have
: hers a second mother. She
inothers may not take your
first mother’s place

but she may possﬂ)lx
love you more.

& inyourself’
W StiAthanasius

-St. Joseph Cafasso

“Let us never forget to offer every
day, every moment, our actions to God,
doing all things for love.”

“The only way to make rapid
progress along the path of divine love
is to remain very little and to put all
our trust in Almighty God.”

ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX ST. GIUSEPPE MOSCATI

“The conversion of the “I have never seen a
heart to God is the principal compassionate and charitable
act of penance.” man die a bad death.”

5T. THOMAS AQUINAS ST. AUGUSTINE OF HIPFO




PROCESSIONAL HYMN:

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;
endless is the vic'try,

thou o'er death hast won;

angels in bright raiment rolled the stone
away, kept the folded grave clothes
where thy body lay.

Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son,
Endless is the vict'ry, thou o'er death hast
won.

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
Lovingly he greets us,

scatters fear and gloom;

let the Church with gladness,

hymns of triumph sing;

for her Lord now liveth,

death hath lost its sting.

No more we doubt thee,
glorious Prince of life;

life is naught without thee;

aid us in our strife;

make us more than conquerors,
through thy deathless love:
bring us safe through Jordan

to thy home above.

OFFERTORY HYMN:

CHORUS:

By Your kingly power O risen Lord,
all that Adam lost is now restored,
in Your resurrection be adored.

Sing the joyful Easter cry,

sound it to the souls in prison,
shout our triumph to the sky,

Sing Christ risen, Sing Christ risen.

Sing the joyful Easter cry,

let all times and peoples listen,
death has no more victory.

Sing Christ risen, Sing Christ risen.

Death has lost and life has won,
Ev'ry newborn child we christen,
now becomes the Father’s Son.
Sing Christ risen, Sing Christ risen.

COMMUNION HYMN:

Though You are God,

with Father and the Spirit,

You did not cling to Your equality,
Emptied Yourself, became for us a
slave, and humbler yet,

You died upon a tree,

You give Your flesh that we be truly fed,
Your Risen Self, in form of lowly bread.

To satisfy our hunger for Your love,
You come to us as flesh and blood
outpoured, and then to quench

your thirsting for our love,

You come again, as poorest of the poor,
that what we do to these

the least of brethren, we do to You,

our Saviour and our Lord.

Emmanuel, You're longing

to be with us, You bid us share Your
one true sacrifice, offer ourselves, with
You the Holy Lamb, washed by Your
Blood,

you call us into life, so fed by You,
made holy and made one.

We, now Your Body, for the world,
become

Bring all ye dear bought nations, bring,
your richest praises to your King.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

That spotless Lamb who more than due,
paid for His and those sheep you,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

That guiltless Son who bought your peace,

and made his Father’s anger cease.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Then life and death together fought,
each to a strange extreme were brought,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

[ saw the tomb of my dear Lord,

I saw Himself and Him adored.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

I saw the shroud and saw the sheet, that
bound His head and wrapt His feet.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

[ heard the angels witness bear,
“Jesus is risen, He’s not here.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Go tell His followers they shall see,
your Hope and theirs in Galilee.”
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

We, Lord, with faithful heart and voice,
on this Thy rising day rejoice.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

O Thou whose pow’r o’er came the grave,
by grace and love us sinners save,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

RECESSIONAL HYMN:

This joyful Eastertide,

away with sin and sorrow!

My love, the Crucified.

hath sprung to life this morrow.
Had Christ that once was slain
n’er burst His three day prison
our faith had been in vain,

but now is Christ arisen,

arisen, arisen, ARISEN!

My flesh in hope shall rest,
and for a season slumber,

till trump’ from east to west,
shall raise the dead in number.
Had Christ that once was slain
n’er burst His three day prison
our faith had been in vain,

but now is Christ arisen,
arisen, arisen, ARISEN!

The temple now restored,
and from its side a river.
The Crucified is Lord,
salvation to deliver.

our faith had been in vain,
but now is Christ arisen,
arisen, arisen, ARISEN!

For death and life have fought,
with life though slain, the winner
My life by Blood He bought,
while [ was yet a sinner.

Had Christ that once was slain
n’er burst His three day prison
our faith had been in vain,

but now is Christ arisen,

arisen, arisen, ARISEN

NEXT SUNDAY:

19th April 2026
Third Sunday of Easter (Yr A/2)
Acts 2:14,22-33; 1 Pet 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35

LITURGY ROSTER

Readers: G. Lao, J. Brodie

Prayers of the Faithful: P. Agostini
Offertory: Stowers - Subermani Family
Special Ministers: P. Tagiilima

CHURCH CLEANING
Adoration

SUNDAY CUP OF TEA ROSTER
Volunteer - School Holidays

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
12 Apr: Phyllis Simcock, Argus Maitland,
Jero Mihaljevich
14 Apr: Selevaine Malcon
15 Apr: James Shaw
16 Apr: Fr Frank McHale, Patrick Jury
17 Apr: John Brown, Vice Mihotich
18 Apr: Siu Shiwa Subermani

HOLY FAMILY PARISH NOTICES
OCIA - Order of Christian Initiation of
Adults. Are you considering becoming
Catholic? Classes start Sunday, May 17,
from 5pm to 6pm. Email your contact
details to the Parish Office -
hfparish@xtra.co.nz if interested.

If you couldn’t attend the recent Theology
of the Body course in the parish, and/or

The Sacred Liturgy course from 2022, you

can access these are Fr Jeremy’s Youtube
channel. His Homilies are also available
there.

https://www.youtube.com/@frjeremypalm

an7964 /playlists

Annual Donation Receipts: The receipts
will be sent via email next Sunday, 19t
April.

Pod st
Pentecost Cultural Food Festival
Bring your cultural dish
and share it with the Parish
Pentecost Sunday
Sunday 24t May
After the 9:30am Mass
To book your group and table’s
Please contact Ellen on 834 6677
or email hfparish@xtra.co.nz

Church Carpark — Please do not park
on the grass or the driveway at the
front of the Church.




