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5t SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR A -22" of MARCH 2026

FIRST READING : Ezekiel 37:12-14

The Lord says this: [ am now going to open your graves; [ mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead you back to the soil of
Israel. And you will know that [ am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit
in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this - it is the
Lord who speaks.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM : Psalm 129(130)
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& _—-—— F ‘GOD CREATED US
- c WITHOUT US: BUT HE

¥ With the Lord there is mer-cy and fullness of re-demption.

Out of the depths I cry to You O Lord, Lord, hear my voice! ,_ DID NOT WILL TO SAVE
0 let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleading. ¥ ¢ UsS WITHOUT US. “

If You, O Lord should mark our guilt, Lord, who survive?
But with You is found forgiveness, for this we revere You. ¥
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-ST. AUGUSTINE

My soul is waiting for the Lord, I count on His word.
My soul is longing for the Lord, more than watchman for daybreak,
Let the watchman count on daybreak, and Israel on the Lord. I¥

SECOND READING : Romans 8:8-11

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, but
in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not belong to
him. Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself because you have been justified;
and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own
mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you.

GOSPEL : John 11:1-45

There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and Martha, and he was ill. It was the same Mary,
the sister of the sick man Lazarus, who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair. The sisters sent this message to Jesus,
‘Lord, the man you love is ill.” On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son
of God will be glorified.’ Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was for two
more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.” The disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is not long since the Jews wanted to stone you; are you
going back again?’ Jesus replied: ‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? A man can walk in the daytime without stumbling because he has the light
of this world to see by; but if he walks at night he stumbles, because there is no light to guide him.’ He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus
is resting, [ am going to wake him.” The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he is able to rest, he is sure to get better.” The phrase Jesus used referred to
the death of Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant ‘sleep’, so Jesus put it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and for your sake [ am glad [ was not
there because now you will believe. But let us go to him.” Then Thomas - known as the Twin - said to the other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die
with him.” On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. Bethany is only about two miles from Jerusalem, and
many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus had come, she went to meet
him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would not have died, but I know that, even now,
whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.” ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.” Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the
resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: ‘I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and whoever
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ ‘Yes, Lord,” she said, ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who was
to come into this world” When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in a low voice, “The Master is here and wants to see
you.” Hearing this, Mary got up quickly and went to him. Jesus had not yet come into the village; he was still at the place where Martha had met
him. When the Jews who were in the house sympathising with Mary saw her get up so quickly and go out, they followed her, thinking that she was
going to the tomb to weep there. Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him, she threw herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died.” At the sight of her tears, and those of the Jews who followed her, Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that
came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved
him!" But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus
reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell;
this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So, they took away the stone. Then Jesus
lifted up his eyes and said: ‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I knew indeed that you always hear me, but I speak for the sake of all these
who stand round me, so that they may believe it was you who sent me.” When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!”
The dead man came out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go
free.” Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him.




INTROIT:

Vindicate me, O God, *

And defend my cause against an ungodly
nation; from wicked and deceitful men
deliver me, for you are my God and my
strength.

0 send forth your light and your truth; *
they will guide me on. They will bring me
to your holy mountain, * to the place
where you dwell.

And I will come to the altar of God, *
to God, my joy and gladness.

To you will I give thanks on the harp, *
0 God, my God.

Why are you cast down, my soul; *
why groan within me? hope in God;
[ will praise him yet again, *

my saving presence and my God.
Glory be to the Father ...

OFFERTORY CHANT:

I will praise you, O Lord, with my whole
heart; * deal bountifully with your servant,
that I may live and observe your word;
revive me according to your word,

O Lord.

Blessed are those whose way is
blameless, * who walk in the law of the
Lord! Blessed are those who keep his
decrees! * With all their hearts they seek
him.

They never do anything evil, * but walk in
his ways. You have laid down your
precepts * to be carefully kept.

May my ways be firm * in keeping your
statutes. Then I shall not be put to shame
* as I observe all your commands.

[ will thank you with an upright heart, *
as I learn your just judgments. [ will keep
your statutes; * do not ever forsake me.

0 sacred head surrounded

by crown of piercing thorn,

0 bleeding head sore-wounded,
reviled and put to scorn,

Our sins have marred

the glory of Thy most holy face,
Yet angel hosts adore thee,

and tremble as they gaze.

The Lord of every nation
was hung upon a tree,

His death was our salvation,
our sins His agony,

0 Jesus by Thy passion

Thy life in us increase,

Thy death for us did fashion
our pardon and our peace.

COMMUNION HYMN:

When [ survey the wondrous Cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the cross of Christ, my God:

All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his blood.

See, from his head, his hands, his feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an off’ring far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,

Demands my soul, my life, my all.

RECESSIONAL HYMN:

Hail, Queen of heav’n, the ocean star,
Guide of the wand'rer here below;
Thrown on life’s surge,

we claim thy care:

Save us from peril and from woe
Mother of Christ, star of the sea.
Pray for the wand’rer, pray for me.

0 gentle, chaste, and spotless maid,
We sinners make our prayers through
thee; Remind thy son that he has paid
The price of our iniquity.

Virgin most pure, star of the sea,
Prayer for the sinner, pray for me.

Sojourners in this vale of tears,

To thee, blest advocate, we cry:
Pity our sorrows, calm our fears,
And soothe with hope our misery.
Refuge in grief, star of the sea,
Pray for the mourner, pray for me.

HOLY FAMILY PARISH NOTICES

Palm Cross Making Workshop: If you
would like to come and help us make
palm crosses for Palm Sunday, we are
meeting in the hall on Thursday 26t
March at 6:30pm. Please let Ellen know,
if you are attending on 8346677 or email
hfparish@xtra.co.nz

DIOCESAN NOTICE
Palm Sunday Candlelight Vigil
The Palm Sunday Candlelight Vigil closes
out our 40 Days for Life prayer
vigil. Palm Sunday - 29 March at 7:30
p.m. Potter’s Park - corner of Dominion
and Balmoral Roads, Balmoral
For more information, contact Simon:
021400 729 - simon@fli.org.nz or
at FLLorg.nz/prolifeevents/

NEXT SUNDAY:
29th March 2026
Palm Sunday of the
Passion of the Lord (Yr A)
Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14-27:66;

LITURGY ROSTER
Readers: M. D’Souza, N. Nunes
Gospel Readers: S. Shaw, R. Cardoza
Prayers of the Faithful: C. Tagiilima
Offertory: Malgeri Family
Special Ministers: P. Capundag

CHURCH CLEANING
Spemann Family

SUNDAY CUP OF TEA ROSTER
Legion of Mary

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
22 Mar: George Watts, Jakov Trbuhovich
John Scott, Dale Timmins
23 Mar: Doris Molloy, Denis Richardson
24 Mar: Horace Harvey
27 Mar: Leo Hendrickx, Margaret Hall
28 Mar: Jean Harris, Robert Taylor,
Maria Trbuhovic, Leslie Hahn,
James Thomson & Brian Walsh

HOLY FAMILY PARISH EVENTS 2026

Altar Servers Practise
for Holy Week

Saturday 28t March
11am - 12:00pm

Saturday 4t April
10am - 11:00am

Please make a note on your calendars.

Easter Triduum (Holy Week) 29/03 -
05/04

Food Festival (Pentecost) 24 /05
Confirmation - 28/06

Quiz Night - 19/09

IAll Saints Party - 01/11

HOLY WEEK TIMETABLE

~ PASSION SUNDAY ~
29th March
The Commemoration of the Lord’s
Entrance into Jerusalem
8:00am Latin Mass
10:00am English Mass
(Please gather in the Courtyard)

~HOLY THURSDAY ~
2md April
The Mass of the Last Supper - 8:00pm
Adoration till 12am (Midnight) in Church

~GOOD FRIDAY ~
3rd April
The Passion of Christ
Veneration of the Holy Cross
Stations of the Cross - 10:00am
Veneration of the Holy Cross - 3:00pm

~HOLY SATURDAY ~
4t April
Vigil of Light - 8:00pm
Please bring:

a bell to ring during the Gloria
Candles will be provided
(Please gather in the courtyard
to collect your candle)

~ EASTER SUNDAY ~
5th April
The Resurrection of the Lord
8:00am Latin Mass
10:00am English Mass

~ Easter Week (Monday - Saturday) ~
All Masses at 9am

Stations of the Cross

Every Friday during Lent at 7pm
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