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4™ SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR A - 15" of MARCH 2026

FIRST READING : 1 Samuel 16:1,6-7,10-13

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a king among his
sons.” When Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed stands there before him,” but the Lord said
to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of his appearance or his height, for | have rejected him: God does not see as man sees: man looks at appearances
but the Lord looks at the heart.” Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.” He
then asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have? He answered, ‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is out looking after the sheep.’
Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we will not sit down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse had him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with
fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.” At this, Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him
where he stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on David and stayed with him from that day on.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM : Psalm 22(23)
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¥ The Lord is my Shepherd, there is nothing I shall want.

The Lord is my shepherd there is nothing I shall want, Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. Near restful waters He
leads me, To revive my drooping spirit. IY

He guides me along the right path, He is true to His name, If I should walk in the valley of darkness, no evil would I fear. You are there with
your crook and your staff, with these you give me comfort. ¥

You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes, My head you have anointed with oil, My cup is overflowing. I¥
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me, all the days of my life, In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell, forever and ever. I

SECOND READING : Ephesians 5:8-14

You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be like children of light, for the effects of the light are seen in complete goodness
and right living and truth. Try to discover what the Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the futile works of darkness but exposing
them by contrast. The things which are done in secret are things that people are ashamed even to speak of; but anything exposed by the
light will be illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. That is why it is said: Wake up from your sleep, rise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.

GOSPEL : John 9:1-41

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, for him to
have been born blind?’ ‘Neither he nor his parents sinned,’ Jesus answered ‘he was born blind so that the works of God might be displayed in him.
‘As long as the day lasts, I must carry out the work of the one who sent me; the night will soon be here when no one can work. As long as I am in
the world, I am the light of the world.” Having said this, he spat on the ground, made a paste with the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind
man, and said to him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So, the blind man went off and washed himself, and came
away with his sight restored. His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some
said, ‘Yes, itis the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.” The man himself said, ‘l am the man.’ So, they said to him, “Then how do your
eyes come to be open?’ ‘The man called Jesus’ he answered, ‘made a paste, daubed my eyes with it and said to me, “Go and wash at Siloam”; so, I
went, and when I washed, I could see.’ They asked, ‘Where is he? ‘I don’t know’ he answered. They brought the man who had been blind to the
Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened the man'’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come
to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and | washed, and I can see.’ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from God: he does
not keep the sabbath.” Others said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?” And there was disagreement among them. So, they spoke to the
blind man again, ‘What have you to say about him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man. However, the
Jews would not believe that the man had been blind and had gained his sight, without first sending for his parents and asking them, ‘Is this man
really your son who you say was born blind? If so, how is it that he is now able to see?’ His parents answered, ‘We know he is our son and we know
he was born blind, but we do not know how it is that he can see now, or who opened his eyes. He is old enough: let him speak for himself.” His
parents spoke like this out of fear of the Jews, who had already agreed to expel from the synagogue anyone who should acknowledge Jesus as the
Christ. This was why his parents said, ‘He is old enough; ask him.” So, the Jews again sent for the man and said to him, ‘Give glory to God! For our
part, we know that this man is a sinner.” The man answered, ‘I don’t know if he is a sinner; I only know that I was blind and now I can see.” They
said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes? He replied, ‘I have told you once and you wouldn’t listen. Why do you want to
hear it all again? Do you want to become his disciples too?’ At this they hurled abuse at him: ‘You can be his disciple,” they said, ‘we are disciples
of Moses: we know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man replied, ‘Now here is an
astonishing thing! He has opened my eyes, and you don’t know where he comes from! We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but God does
listen to men who are devout and do his will. Ever since the world began it is unheard of for anyone to open the eyes of a man who was born blind;
if this man were not from God, he couldn’t do a thing.” ‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied, ‘and you a sinner through and through, since you
were born!” And they drove him away. Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him, he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son
of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are looking at him; he is speaking to you." The man
said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and worshipped him. Jesus said: ‘It is for judgement that I have come into this world, so that those without sight may see
and those with sight turn blind.” Hearing this, some Pharisees who were present said to him, ‘We are not blind, surely?’ Jesus replied: ‘Blind? If
you were, you would not be guilty, but since you say, “We see,” your guilt remains.’




INTROIT:

Rejoice, O Jerusalem; * and gather round,
all you who love her; rejoice in gladness,
after having been in sorrow; exult and be
replenished with the consolation flowing
from her motherly bosom.

I rejoiced when they said to me, *
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
And now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is built as a city *
bonded as one together.

It is there that the tribes go up, *
the tribes of the Lord.

For Israel’s witness it is *

to praise the name of the Lord.

There were set the thrones for
judgment, * the thrones of the house of
David.

Glory be to the Father ...

OFFERTORY CHANT:

Praise the Lord, for he is loving; *
Sing in honor of his name,

for he is gracious.

He has accomplished whatever he
resolved to do in heaven and on earth.

Praise the name of the Lord; *

praise him, servants of the Lord,
who stand in the house of the Lord, *
in the courts of the house of our God.

For the Lord has chosen Jacob for himself,
* and Israel as his treasured possession.
The Lord does whatever he wills, T

in heaven, and on earth, *

in the seas, and in all the depths.

He summons clouds from the ends of the
earth, Tt

makes lightning produce the rain; *

from his treasuries he sends forth the
wind.

Lord, your name stands forever, *

your renown, Lord, from age to age.

For the Lord does justice for his people *
and takes pity on his servants.

Laudate Dominum, laudate,

Quia bonus est Dominus.

Psallite nomine jus.

Quia jucundum est.

Psallite nomine jus,

Quia jucundum est, jucundum est.

Stations of the Cross

Every Friday during Lent at 7pm

COMMUNION HYMN:

God loved the world so much

He gave His only Son that who believes in
Him shall never die

but have eternal life.

God sent His Son into the world not to
condemn the world but that the world
might be saved through Him.

Through Him, God reconciled all things
on earth and in the heav’ns, by making
peace by His blood outpoured.

May God give knowledge of His will, and
you with wisdom’s understanding fill
that you bear lasting fruit.

RECESSIONAL HYMN:

Hail, Queen of heav’n, the ocean star,
Guide of the wand’rer here below;
Thrown on life’s surge,

we claim thy care:

Save us from peril and from woe
Mother of Christ, star of the sea.
Pray for the wand’rer, pray for me.

0 gentle, chaste, and spotless maid,
We sinners make our prayers through
thee; Remind thy son that he has paid
The price of our iniquity.

Virgin most pure, star of the sea,
Prayer for the sinner, pray for me.

Sojourners in this vale of tears,

To thee, blest advocate, we cry:
Pity our sorrows, calm our fears,
And soothe with hope our misery.
Refuge in grief, star of the sea,
Pray for the mourner, pray for me.

HOLY FAMILY PARISH NOTICES

Palm Cross Making Workshop: If you
would like to come and help us make
palm crosses for Palm Sunday, we are
meeting in the hall on Thursday 26t
March at 6:30pm. Please let Ellen know,
if you are attending on 8346677 or email
hfparish@xtra.co.nz

DIOCESAN NOTICE
Palm Sunday Candlelight Vigil
Come and join in a beautiful, family-
friendly witness to the sanctity of human
life from conception. The Palm Sunday
Candlelight Vigil closes out our 40 Days
for Life prayer vigil. When? Palm
Sunday - 29 March at 7:30 p.m.
Where? Potter’s Park - corner of
Dominion and Balmoral Roads, Balmoral
For more information, contact Simon:
021400 729 - simon@fli.org.nz or
at FLLorg.nz/prolifeevents/

NEXT SUNDAY:
22nrd March 2026
5th Sunday of Lent(Yr A)
Ezek 37:12-14; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45;

LITURGY ROSTER
Readers: R. Cardoza, S. Shaw
Prayers of the Faithful: T. Molloy
Offertory: Shwe Thang Family
Special Ministers: F. Ulugia

CHURCH CLEANING
Adoration

SUNDAY CUP OF TEA ROSTER
St Joseph’s Men’s Group

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK

16 Mar: Ravindra Prasad
17 Mar: Sr. Genevieve, Mate Urlich

Jim Lyons
18 Mar: Roe Atkinson, William Ewing
19 Mar: Roland Greenslade, Peter Cross
20 Mar: Rowland Gale
21 Mar: Lorre Mihaljevich,

William Newman

HOLY FAMILY PARISH EVENTS 2026

Altar Servers Practise
for Holy Week

Saturday 28t March
11am - 12:00pm

Saturday 4t April
10am - 11:00am

Please make a note on your calendars.

Easter Triduum (Holy Week) 29/03 -
05/04

Food Festival (Pentecost) 24 /05
Confirmation - 28/06

Quiz Night - 19/09

IAll Saints Party - 01/11

HOLY WEEK TIMETABLE

~ PASSION SUNDAY ~
29t March
The Commemoration of the Lord’s
Entrance into Jerusalem
8:00am Latin Mass
10:00am English Mass
(Please gather in the Courtyard)

~HOLY THURSDAY ~
2nd April
The Mass of the Last Supper - 8:00pm
Adoration till 12am (Midnight) in Church

~GOOD FRIDAY ~
3rd April
The Passion of Christ
Veneration of the Holy Cross
Stations of the Cross - 10:00am
Veneration of the Holy Cross - 3:00pm

~HOLY SATURDAY ~
4th April
Vigil of Light - 8:00pm
Please bring:
a bell to ring during the Gloria
Candles will be provided

(Please gather in the courtyard
to collect your candle)

~ EASTER SUNDAY ~
5th April
The Resurrection of the Lord
8:00am Latin Mass
10:00am English Mass

~ Easter Week (Monday - Saturday) ~
All Masses at 9am

The new set of Pledge Envelopes will be ready
for pick up from next Sunday 22nd before
and after the Masses.
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