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15t SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR A -22" of FEBRUARY 2026

FIRST READING : Genesis 2:7-9,3:1-7

The Lord God fashioned man of dust from the soil. Then he breathed into his nostrils a breath of life, and thus man became a living
being. The Lord God planted a garden in Eden which is in the east, and there he put the man he had fashioned. The Lord God caused
to spring up from the soil every kind of tree, enticing to look at and good to eat, with the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil in the middle of the garden. Now the serpent was the most subtle of all the wild beasts that the Lord God had made.
It asked the woman, ‘Did God really say you were not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?” The woman answered the serpent,
‘We may eat the fruit of the trees in the garden. But of the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden God said, “You must not eat
it, nor touch it, under pain of death.” Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘No! You will not die! God knows in fact that on the day
you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods, knowing good and evil.’ The woman saw that the tree was good to eat
and pleasing to the eye, and that it was desirable for the knowledge that it could give. So, she took some of its fruit and ate it. She
gave some also to her husband who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they realised that
they were naked. So they sewed fig-leaves together to make themselves loin-cloths.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM : Psalm 50(51):3-6,12-14,17
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Have mercy on me God in your kindness, in your compassion blot out my offence, L thought to the past
0 wash me more and more from guilt, and cleanse me from my sin. ¥ —— and to the future.”
My offences truly I know them, my sin is always before me, against you, _ St. Therese of Lisieux

you alone have I sinned, what is evil in your sight I have done. I¥

A pure heart create for me O God, put a steadfast spirit within me,
Do not cast me away from your presence, nor deprive me of your Holy Spirit. I¥

Give me again the joy of your help. With a spirit of fervour sustain me,
0 Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise. I¥

SECOND READING : Romans 5:12-19

Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death, and thus death has spread through the whole human race because
everyone has sinned. Sin existed in the world long before the Law was given. There was no law and so no one could be accused of
the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet death reigned over all from Adam to Moses, even though their sin, unlike that of Adam, was not a
matter of breaking a law. Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that
through one man'’s fall so many died, it is even more certain that divine grace, coming through the one man, Jesus Christ, came to
so many as an abundant free gift. The results of the gift also outweigh the results of one man’s sin: for after one single fall came
judgement with a verdict of condemnation, now after many falls comes grace with its verdict of acquittal. If it is certain that death
reigned over everyone as the consequence of one man’s fall, it is even more certain that one man, Jesus Christ, will cause everyone
to reign in life who receives the free gift that he does not deserve, of being made righteous. Again, as one man’s fall brought
condemnation on everyone, so the good act of one man brings everyone life and makes them justified. As by one man’s disobedience
many were made sinners, so by one man’s obedience many will be made righteous.

GOSPEL : Matthew 4:1-11

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, after which
he was very hungry, and the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to turn into loaves.” But he
replied, ‘Scripture says: Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” The devil then took
him to the holy city and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are the Son of God’ he said, ‘throw yourself down; for
scripture says: He will put you in his angels’ charge, and they will support you on their hands in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Scripture also says: You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’ Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the
devil showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour. ‘I will give you all these’ he said, ‘if you fall at my feet and
worship me.” Then Jesus replied, ‘Be off, Satan! For scripture says: You must worship the Lord your God, and serve him alone.” Then
the devil left him, and angels appeared and looked after him.




INTROIT:

When he calls to me, *

I will answer him;

[ will rescue him and honor him;
With long life will I satisfy him.

He who dwells in the shelter of the most
High, *

and abides in the shade of the Almighty,

says to the Lord, “my refuge, *

my stronghold, my God in whom I trust!”

He will free you from the snare of the
fowler, *

from the destructive plague;

he will conceal you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find refuge.
* his faithfulness is buckler and shield.

You will not fear the terror of the night, *
nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the
plague that prowls in the darkness, *

nor the scourge that lays waste at noon.

OFFERTORY CHANT:

The Lord will overshadow you with his
pinions, *

And you will find refuge under his wings.
His faithfulness will encompass you with a
shield.

He who dwells in the shelter of

the Most High, *

and abides in the shade of the Almighty,
says to the Lord, “My refuge, *

My stronghold, my God in whom I trust!”

You will not fear the terror of the night, *
nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the
plague that prowls in the darkness, *

nor the scourge that lays waste at noon.

A thousand may fall at your side, t
ten thousand fall at your right: *
you it will never approach.

Your eyes have only to look *

to see how the wicked are repaid.
For you, O Lord, are my refuge. *
You have made the most High your
dwelling.

COMMUNION HYMN:

Lord, who throughout

these forty days for us

didst fast and pray,

teach us with thee to mourn our sins
and close by thee to stay.

As thou with Satan didst contend
and didst the vict'ry win,

0 give us strength in thee to fight,
in thee to conquer sin.

As thou didst hunger bear and thirst,
so teach us, gracious Lord,

to die to self,

and chiefly live by thy most holy word.

And through these days of penitence,
and through thy Passiontide,

yea, evermore, in life and death,
Jesus! with us abide.

Abide with us, that so,

this life of suffering o’er past,
an Easter of unending joy
we may attain at last!

RECESSIONAL HYMN:

Hail, Queen of heav’n, the ocean star,
Guide of the wand’rer here below;
Thrown on life’s surge,

we claim thy care:

Save us from peril and from woe
Mother of Christ, star of the sea.
Pray for the wand’rer, pray for me.

O gentle, chaste, and spotless maid,
We sinners make our prayers through
thee; Remind thy son that he has paid
The price of our iniquity.

Virgin most pure, star of the sea,
Prayer for the sinner, pray for me.

Sojourners in this vale of tears,

To thee, blest advocate, we cry:
Pity our sorrows, calm our fears,
And soothe with hope our misery.
Refuge in grief, star of the sea,
Pray for the mourner, pray for me.

Stations of the Cross

w
Every Friday during Lent at 7pm

DIOCESAN NOTICES

40 Days for Life - Join in 40 Days for Life,
offering hope to mothers in their hour of
need. From Ash Wednesday (18
February) to Palm Sunday (29 March).
Street vigil: Tu/We/Th 07:00 - midday;
Dominion Rd & Prospect Tce corner, Mt
Eden. Sign up for your hour Tu/We/Th -
07:00 - midday; Dominion Rd & Prospect
Tce corner, Mt Eden or become a prayer
partner? Pray where you are. Contact
Simon at simon@fli.org.nz or register at
https://fli.org.nz/40daysforlife/

CALLING ALL TERTIARY STUDENTS!
There is a LARGE, VIBRANT and
RAPIDLY growing Catholic STUDENT
COMMUNITY present across University
of Auckland and AUT campuses. JOIN US
in 2026! To find out more please contact
Daniel Story at dans@cda.org.nz and/or
check out the Auckland Catholic Tertiary
Chaplaincy (ACTC) socials. Search
“aucklandcatholicchaplaincy”

Theology of the Body - Registration
OPEN for 2026 - Course 1: Fulfilled: The
Promise of the Christian Life Dates: Sat
21 and Sun 22 Feb. Course 2: NEW
Beginners TOB course - Called to
Holiness - LIVE - 4-talk series. Sat

28 March (ONE DAY only)

All adults 20 years + are welcome. To
register please

visit: theologyofthebody.nz

NEXT SUNDAY:
1st March 2026
2nd Sunday of Lent(Yr A)
Gen12:1-4; 2 Tim 1:8-10; Mt 17:1-9;

LITURGY ROSTER
Readers: E. O’Brien, G. Lao
Prayers of the Faithful: P. Agostini
Offertory: Capundag Family
Special Ministers: K. Selvan

CHURCH CLEANING
Xavier/ D’Lima Families

SUNDAY CUP OF TEA ROSTER
Kerala Community

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK

22 Feb: Atonio Savea
23 Feb: Frances Leef, Pasi Ulugia
25 Feb: Greg Boyle
26 Feb: Catherine McCarthy,

Susanna Te Tai, Alice Barry
28 Feb: Robert Keenan
29 Feb: Annie Francis, Patrick Doyle

PARISH FINANCES
Parish $3,084.33
Priests $1,542.17
Total APS and Cash $4,626.50

HOLY FAMILY PARISH NOTICES

Sacramental Programme 2026 - ONE
SATURDAY LEFT TO REGISTER! Starts
Next Saturday Feb 28. To register your
child for First Reconciliation, Confirmation,
and First Holy Communion, they must be
turning 8 and baptized. Email
hfparish@xtra.co.nz with your child's name,
age, and contact details.

New Parish Pledge Envelopes- please note
that if you have numbers 51 to 80, there
will be a change for 2026, please see Ellen.

Palm Cross Making Workshop: If you
would like to come and help us make palm
crosses for Palm Sunday, we are meeting in
the hall on Thursday 26t March at 6:30pm.
Please let Ellen know, if you are attending
on 8346677 or email hfparish@xtra.co.nz

Altar Servers Practise
for Holy Week

Saturday 28t March
11am - 12:00pm

Saturday 4t April
10am - 11:00am

HOLY FAMILY PARISH EVENTS 2026
Please make a note on your calendars.

Easter Triduum (Holy Week) 29/03 - 05/04
Food Festival (Pentecost) 24/05
Confirmation - 28/06

Quiz Night - 19/09

All Saints Party - 01/11

First Holy Communion - 22/11
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