Holy Family - YEAR A — 28" December 2025

FIRST READING : Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6,12-14;

The Lord honours the father in his children, and upholds the rights of a mother over her sons. Whoever respects his father is
atoning for his sins, he who honours his mother is like someone amassing a fortune. Whoever respects his father will be
happy with children of his own, he shall be heard on the day when he prays. Long life comes to him who honours his father,

he who sets his mother at ease is showing obedience to the Lord. My son, support your father in his old age, do not grieve
him during his life. Even if his mind should fail, show him sympathy, do not despise him in your health and strength; for
kindness to a father shall not be forgotten but will serve as reparation for your sins.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM : Psalm 127(128):1-5;
¥ Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways! By the labour of your hands you shall eat. You will be happy and
prosper. &
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the heart of your house; your children like shoots of the olive, around your table. ¥

Indeed thus shall be blessed the man who fears the Lord. May the Lord bless you from Zion all the days of your life! ¥
SECOND READING : Colossians 3:12-21;

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you, and you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility,
gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you;
now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, to keep them together and complete them, put on love. And may the peace
of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together as parts of one body. Always be thankful.

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in all wisdom. With
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; and never say or do anything except in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Wives, give way to your husbands, as you should in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and treat them with gentleness.
Children, be obedient to your parents always, because that is what will please the Lord. Parents, never drive your children to
resentment or you will make them feel frustrated.

GOSPEL : Matthew 2:13-15,19-23

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother
with you, and escape into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, because Herod intends to search for the child and do away with
him.” So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his mother with him, left that night for Egypt, where he stayed until Herod was
dead. This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken through the prophet:

I called my son out of Egypt.

After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his
mother with you and go back to the land of Israel, for those who wanted to kill the child are dead.” So Joseph got up and, taking
the child and his mother with him, went back to the land of Israel. But when he learnt that Archelaus had succeeded his father
Herod as ruler of Judaea he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he left for the region of Galilee. There he
settled in a town called Nazareth. In this way the words spoken through the prophets were to be fulfilled:

‘He will be called a Nazarene.’

Consecration to the Holy Family

0 Jesus, behold our family prostrate before Thee. Once more do we consecrate ourselves to
Thee, our trials and joys, that our home, like Thine, may ever be the shrine of peace, purity,
love, labour and faith. Do Thou protect and bless all of us, absent and present, living and
dead.

O Mary, loving Mother of Jesus, and our Mother, pray to Jesus for our family, for all the
families of the world, to guard the cradle of the newborn, the schools of the young and
their vocations.

0 Joseph, Holy Guardian of Jesus and Mary, assist us by thy prayers in all the necessities of
life. Ask of Jesus that special grace which He granted to thee, to watch over our house at
the pillow of the sick and the dying, so that Mary and with thee, Heaven may find our
family unbroken in the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Amen.

Taken from JESUS, MARY, JOSEPH NOVENA MANUAL, 1943.




PROCESSIONAL HYMN:
Once in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for His bed.

Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven,
who is God and Lord of all.

And His shelter was a stable

and His cradle was a stall.

With the poor, oppressed and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

And our eyes at last shall see Him,
through His own redeeming love.
For that child so dear and gentle
is our Lord in heav’n above.

And He leads His children on

to the place where He has gone.

OFFERTORY HYMN:

Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er our plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echo still their joyous strains:
Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Shepherds why this jubilee?

Why your rapturous strain prolong?
Say what may your tidings be,
Which inspire your heav’nly song:
Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose
birth the angels sing,

Come adore on bended knee,

Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo

See within a manger laid,
Jesus Lord of heav'n and earth,
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
Celebrate our Saviour’s birth.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo.

COMMUNION HYMN:

Away in a manger no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus lay down

His sweet head,

the stars in the bright sky

looked down where he lay,

the little Lord Jesus asleep in the
hay.

The cattle are lowing,

the baby awakes,

but little Lord Jesus no crying He makes.
Ilove Thee, Lord Jesus,

look down from the sky,

and stay by my side

until morning is nigh.

Be near me Lord Jesus,

[ ask Thee to stay

close by me forever and love me I pray,
Bless all the dear children

in Thy tender care,

and fit us for heaven

to live with Thee there.

While shepherds watched

their flocks by night

all seated on the ground,

the angel of the Lord came down
and glory shone around.

Fear not said he for mighty dread
had seized their troubled mind
Glad tidings of great joy

[ bring to you and all man-kind.

To you in David’s town

this day is born of David’s line

a Saviour who is Christ the Lord
and this shall be the sign:

The heav’nly babe you there

shall find to human view displayed,

all meanly wrapped in swathing bands
and in a manger laid.

Thus spake the Seraph and
forthwith appeared a shining throng
of angels praising God who thus
addressed their joyful song:

All glory be to God on high

and on the earth be peace,

Goodwill henceforth from heav'n to men
begin and never cease.

RECESSIONAL HYMN:

Joy to the world,

the Lord has come,

let earth receive her King!

Let every heart prepare Him room,

and heav’'n and nature sing!

and heav’'n and nature sing!

and heav’n, and heav’'n and nature sing!

Joy to the earth the Saviour reigns,
let men their songs employ.

While fields and floods

rocks hills and plains

repeat the sounding joy!

repeat the sounding joy!

repeat repeat the sounding joy!

He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove the glories
of His righteousness and wonders of His
love!

and wonders of His love!

and wonders, wonders of His love!

Incarnate God, Emmanuel!

in flesh is manifest,

He comes to die that we might live
forever in His rest!

forever in His rest!

For e’er and ever in His rest!

Don’t forget we have our big
Feast Day Amazing Race and
BBQ

The Amazing Race will start at
11:30 am, we will have the
Prizegiving and BBQ after the
Amazing Race.

NEXT SUNDAY:
4th January 2026
The EPIPHANY of the Lord (Yr A)
Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12;

LITURGY ROSTER

Readers: M. D’Souza, T. Molloy
Prayers of the Faithful: E. Shaw
Offertory: Drabble Family
Special Ministers: K. Selvan

HOLY FAMILY PARISH NOTICES

REMINDER
Just a reminder: Parish activities that
take a break during January.
Sunday Cup of Tea - starts 25th Jan
Rosary for Life - starts 25t Jan
Parish Newsletter - starts 25t Jan
24hr Adoration - starts 7th Feb
Catechism Classes - starts 8th Feb
Church Cleaners - start 14th Feb
Adult Formation Classes - starts Feb
Hall Bookings - starts Feb

The Parish Office
is CLOSED
till Tuesday 20t January.

Fr Jeremy will be away at Hearts Aflame
from the 5th Jan to 11t Jan.
Ifyou have an emergency and need a
Priest, please contact Holy Cross Parish,
Henderson on 09 835 3355 or St Paul’s
Parish Massey on 09 833 7420.

Please see: the foyer door and
noticeboard for changes in Mass-
Times from 26t December 2025 to
11th January 2026

There will be NO Adoration or
Confessions from Mon 5t Jan to Sat
10th Jan, from Sunday 11t Jan
our Mass times are as usual.

The HOLY FAMILY

Aird F you do,




