
     

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

FIRST READING  :  Isaiah 11:1-10 

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion thrusts from his roots: on him the spirit of the Lord rests, a spirit of wisdom and 

insight, a spirit of counsel and power, a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. (The fear of the Lord is his breath.) He does 

not judge by appearances, he gives no verdict on hearsay, but judges the wretched with integrity, and with equity gives a verdict 

for the poor of the land. His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, his sentences bring death to the wicked. Integrity is the loincloth 

round his waist, faithfulness the belt about his hips. The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther lies down with the kid, calf and lion 

feed together, with a little boy to lead them. The cow and the bear make friends, their young lie down together. The lion eats straw 

like the ox. The infant plays over the cobra’s hole; into the viper’s lair the young child puts his hand. They do no hurt, no harm, on 

all my holy mountain, for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters swell the sea. That day, the root of Jesse 

shall stand as a signal to the peoples. It will be sought out by the nations, and its home will be glorious.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM :  Psalm 71(72):1-2,7-8,12-13,17 

Xcccccccccccccccccc,cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccdcccccccccccccccccccccccdccccccccccccccccccccccccccccdccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccjcccccccccccccccccccccccjcccccccccccccccccccccccccchccccccccccccccccccccccgcccccccccccccccccccccccccchcccc2ccccccccccccIcccccccccccccccccccccccckcccccccccccccccccccccccccc lccccccccccccccccccccccccckccccccccccccccccccccccccjccccccccccccccccccccccccccchcccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccgcccccccccccccccccfccccccccccccccccc fcccc1cccc ccc / 
R Jus‒tice   shall   flou‒rish   in   His   time      and   full‒ness   of   peace   for‒e‒ver. 

 

O God, give your judgement to the king, to a king’s son your justice, that he may judge your 

people in justice, and your poor in right judgement. R 

In His days justice shall flourish, and peace till the moon fails: He shall rule from sea to sea, from 

the Great River to earth’s bounds. 

For He shall save the poor when they cry, and the needy who are helpless, He shall have pity on 

the weak, and save the lives of the poor. R 

May His name be blessed forever, and endure like the sun. Every tribe will be blessed in Him, all 

nations bless His name. R 

SECOND READING  :  Romans 15:4-9 

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was meant to teach us something about hope from the examples, scripture 

gives of how people who did not give up were helped by God. And may he who helps us when we refuse to give up, help you all to 

be tolerant with each other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice you may give glory to the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat each other in the same friendly way as Christ 

treated you. The reason Christ became the servant of circumcised Jews was not only so that God could faithfully carry out the 

promises made to the patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one place: For 

this I shall praise you among the pagans and sing to your name. 

GOSPEL : Matthew 3:1-12 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of Judaea, and this was his message: ‘Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: A voice cries in the wilderness: 

Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather belt round his 

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way to him, 

and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan, they confessed their sins. But when he saw a number of Pharisees and 

Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? But if 

you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,” because 

I tell you, God can raise children for Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree 

which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who 

follows me is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire 

that will never go out.’ 
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FAMILY PRAYERS FOR ADVENT WREATH 

What to do? 
1. Begin with the Sign of the Cross 

2. Light Candle 

3. Say Antiphon of the Day 

4. Say the Advent Prayer of that week 

5. say Gospel of the Week 

6. Finish with Grace before Meals. 
 

 

2nd Week Prayer: O Lord, stir up our hearts that we may prepare for 

your only begotten Son, that through His coming, we may be made 

worthy to serve you with pure souls. Through the same Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

2nd Week Gospel (Luke 3:1-6.) 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths….and all flesh 

shall see the salvation of God.” 

 

 
 

 
Second Candle and Week 2 of Advent 

 

Monday Antiphon: “O Wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of the 

Most High. You fill the universe and hold all things together in a strong 

yet gentle manner.  O come to teach us the way of truth.” 

Tuesday Antiphon: “O Adonai and leader of Israel, you appeared to 

Moses in a burning bush and you gave him the Law on Sinai. O come 

and save us with your mighty power.” 

Wednesday Antiphon: “O stock of Jesse, you stand as a signal for the 

nations; kings fall silent before you whom the peoples acclaim. O come 

to deliver us, and do not delay.” 

Thursday Antiphon: “O key of David and sceptre of Israel, what you 

open no one else can close again; what you close no one can open. O 

come to lead the captive from prison; free those who sit in darkness 

and in the shadow of death.” 

Friday Antiphon:  “O Rising Sun, you are the splendour of eternal light 

and the sun of justice. O come and enlighten those who sit in darkness 

and in the shadow of death.” 

Saturday Antiphon: “O King whom all the people’s desire, you are the 

cornerstone which makes all one. O come and save man whom you 

made from clay.” 

Sunday Antiphon: “O Emmanuel, you are our king and judge, the One 

whom the peoples await and their Saviour. O come and save us, Lord, 

our God.” 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

INTROIT:  
(PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED SHEET) 
People of Zion behold, * the Lord is coming 

to save all nations; and the Lord shall 

cause you to hear his majestic voice for the 

joy of your heart. 
 

O shepherd of Israel, hear us, * 

You who lead Joseph like a flock: 

Enthroned on the cherubim, shine forth 

Upon Ephraim, Benjamin, Manasseh. 

Rouse up your might and come to save us. 
 

O God, bring us back; * 

Let your face shine on us, and we shall be 

saved. 
 

How long, O Lord, God of hosts, * 

Will you be angry at the prayer of your 

people? You have fed them with tears for 

their bread, * 

An abundance of tears for their drink. 

You have made us the taunt of our neighbors;  
 

Our foes mock us among themselves. 

Glory be to the Father … 
 

OFFERTORY CHANT: 
You will turn toward us, O God, * and 

restore our life again, and your people will 

rejoice in you. Show us, Lord, your mercy  

and grant us your salvation. 
 

O Lord, you have favored your land, * 

And brought back the captives of Jacob. 

You forgave the guilt of your people, * 

And covered all their sins. 

You averted all your rage;* 

You turned back the heat of your anger. 
 

Bring us back, O God, our savior! 

Put an end to your grievance against us. 

Will you be angry with us forever?* 

Will your anger last from age to age? 
 

I will hear what the Lord God speaks; 

He speaks of peace for his people and  his 

faithful, And those who turn their hearts to him. 

His salvation is near for those who fear him, 

and his glory will dwell in out land. 
 

Merciful love faithfulness have met; justice and 

peace have kissed. Faithfulness shall spring 

from the earth, and justice look down from 

heaven. 
 

Also the Lord will bestow his bounty, 

And our earth shall yield its increase. 

Justice will march before him and guide his 

steps on the way. 
__________________________________________________________ 

 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, 

Born to set thy people free;  

From our fears and sins release us, 

Let us find our rest in thee. 
 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art: 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation,  

joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, 

Born a child, and yet a king, 

Born to reign in us forever, 

Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 

By thine own eternal Spirit  

Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By thine all sufficient merit  

Raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: 
Savior of the nations, come; 

Virgin’s Son, here make thy home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 
 

Not by human flesh and blood;  

By the Spirit of our God  

Was the Word of God made flesh, 

Woman’s offsprint, pure and fresh. 
 

Wondrous birth! O wondrous child 

Of the Virgin undefiled! 

Though by all the world disowned, 

Still to be in heavn’ enthroned. 
 

From the Father forth he came 

And returneth to the same,  

Captive leading death and hell  

High the song of triumph swell! 
 

Thou, the Father’s only Son,  

Hast o’er sin the vict’ry won.  

Boundless shall thy kingdom be; 

When shall we its glories see? 
 

Brightly doth thy manger shine, 

glorious is its light divine.   

Let not sin o’er cloud this light; 

Ever be our faith thus bright. 
 

Praise to God the Father sin,  

Praise to God the Son, our King, 

Praise to God the Spirit be 

Ever and eternally. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN: 
O come, divine Messiah! 

The world in silence waits the day 

When hope shall sing its triumph, 

And sadness flee away. 

 

Sweet Saviour, haste; 

Come, come to earth, dispel the night  

And show thy face, 

And bid us hail the dawn of grace. 

O come, divine Messiah! 

The world in silence waits the day  

when hope shall sing its triumph, 

And sadness flee away. 

 

O thou, whom nations sighed for, 

whom priests and prophets  

Long foretold,  

Wilt break the captive fetters, 

Redeem the longlost fold. 

 

Shalt come in peace and meekness, 

And lowly will thy cradle be; 

All clothed in human weakness  

Shall we thy Godhead see. 
____________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

NEXT SUNDAY:  
14th December 2025 

Third Sunday in Advent (Yr A) 

Is 35:1-6, 10; James 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11; 
_______________________________________________________ 

LITURGY ROSTER 
Readers: J. Brodie, L. Ahio 

Prayers of the Faithful: P. Agostini 

Offertory: Higuita – Zapata Family 

Special Ministers: P. Capundag 
_______________________________________________________ 

CHURCH CLEANING 
No Cleaning 

_______________________________________________________ 

SUNDAY CUP OF TEA ROSTER 
Tongan Community 

_______________________________________________________ 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK 
8 Dec: Paddy Boyle, Eileen Moody,  
             Edna Headland 
9Dec: Emma Ahio, Richard Mihajevich 
10 Dec: Kathleen Gould, France Warden,    
                Ivan Vujcich 
11 Dec: Carl Briant, Eileen Light 
12 Dec: Mary King 
13 Dec: Eneliko Michael, Ian Hatfall 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

PARISH FINANCES 
Parish $2,088.27 
Priests $1,044.13 
Total APS and Cash $3,132.40 

_______________________________________________________ 
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Holy Family Feast Day 
Amazing Race & BBQ 

Sunday 28th December 
11am to 4pm 

Meeting in the Parish Hall 
The Amazing Race is a team event 

Gather your 4 to 6  

closest friends and family to take part in 

a scavenger hunt. 
and email hfparish@xtra.co.nz  

to take part. 

Bring something to put on the BBQ or 
your favourite Salads 

____________ 

**CHRISTMAS HAMPERS:** 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who 

contributed groceries for the food 

hampers. Today is the final day for 

donations, and we will be packing and 

delivering the hampers to the families. 

We truly appreciate the generous 

outpouring of Christmas offerings! 

May God bless you all  

this Christmas Season. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

WEDNESDAY, DEC 24TH 
10pm: Carols Service 
11pm: Midnight Mass 

 
THURSDAY, DEC 25TH 

8am: Latin Mass 
10am: English Christmas Mass 

Make your Christmas meaningful! 

Discover faith-filled gifts for every age at 

Saintly Gift Shop - from rosary bracelets, 

colouring books, Saint plush toys, 

Catholic games, and many more. Share 

your faith, give a gift. Shop now 

at www.saintlygift.com. 
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