3" SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR A - 14" of DECEMBER 2025

FIRST READING : Isaiah 35:1-6,10

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, let the wasteland rejoice and bloom, let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, let it rejoice
and sing for joy. The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; they shall see the glory of the Lord,
the splendour of our God. Strengthen all weary hands, steady all trembling knees and say to all faint hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be
afraid. ‘Look, your God is coming, vengeance is coming, the retribution of God; he is coming to save you.” Then the eyes of the blind
shall be opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed, then the lame shall leap like a deer and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy for those
the Lord has ransomed shall return. They will come to Zion shouting for joy, everlasting joy on their faces; joy and gladness will go
with them and sorrow and lament be ended.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM : Psalm 145(146):6-10
174 Lord, come and save us.

It is the Lord who keeps faith forever, who is just to those who are oppressed. It is He who gives bread to the hungry, the Lord who
sets prisoners free. ¥

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, who raises up those who are bowed down, the Lord, who protects the stranger, and upholds
the widow and orphan. ¥

It is the Lord who loves the just, but thwarts the path of the wicked. The Lord will reign forever, Zion’s God from age to age. ¥

SECOND READING : James 5:7-10

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a farmer: how patiently he waits for the precious fruit of the ground until it
has had the autumn rains and the spring rains! You too have to be patient; do not lose heart, because the Lord’s coming will be soon.
Do not make complaints against one another, brothers, so as not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is already to be
seen waiting at the gates. For your example, brothers, in submitting with patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the
Lord.

GOSPEL : Matthew 11:2-11

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or have
we got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy
is the man who does not lose faith in me.” As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people about John: ‘What did
you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine
clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell
you, and much more than a prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says: ‘Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he
will prepare your way before you. ‘I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of women, a greater than John the Baptist has never
been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’

Third Candle and Week 3 of Advent

nations; kings fall silent before you whom the peoples acclaim. O
come to deliver us, and do not delay.”

Thursday: “O key of David and sceptre of Israel, what you open
no one else can close again; what you close no one can open. O
come to lead the captive from prison; free those who sit in

FAMILY PRAYERS FOR ADVENT WREATH Monday: “O Wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of the Most
What to do? High. You fill the universe and hold all things together in a strong
Tginwith the Sign of the Cross yet gentle manner. O come to teach us the way of truth.”

2. Light Candle Tuesday: “O Adonai and leader of Israel, you appeared to Moses
3. Say Antiphon of the Day ina burnipg bush ang you gave him the Law on Sinai. O come and
4. Say the Advent Prayer of that week save us with y('?ur mighty power.” .

5. say Gospel of the Week Wednesday: “O stock of Jesse, you stand as a signal for the
6

Finish with Grace before Meals.

3rd Week Prayer: We humbly beg you, O Lord, to listen to
our prayers; and by the grace of your coming bring light
into our darkened minds. Who lives and reigns forever and

ever. Amen. darkness and in the shadow of death.”

3rd Week Gospel Luke 3:10-18 Friday: “O Rising Sun, you are the splendour of eternal light and
“I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is the sun of justice. O come and enlighten those who sit in darkness
coming.... He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” and in the shadow of death.”

Saturday: “O King whom all the people’s desire, you are the
cornerstone which makes all one. O come and save man whom
you made from clay.”

Sunday: “O Emmanuel, you are our king and judge, the One
whom the peoples await and their Saviour. O come and save us,
Lord, our God.”




INTROIT:

(PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED SHEET)
Rejoice in the Lord always; *
Again I say, rejoice.

Let your forbearance be known to all men.

The Lord is at hand.

Do not be anxious over anything;
But in all manner of prayer, let your
requests be made known unto God.

O Lord, you have favored your land, *
And brought back the captives of Jacob.
You forgave the guilt of your people, *
And covered all their sins.

You averted all your rage;

Turned back the heat of your anger.

Bring us back, O God, our savior!

Put an end to your grievance against us.
Will you be angry with us forever?*
Will your anger last from age to age?

Will you not restore again our life, *

That your people may rejoice in you?

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy, *

And grant us your salvation.

Glory be to the Father....

OFFERTORY CHANT:

O Lord, you have blessed your land, *
You have put an end to Jacob’s captivity;

You have forgiven the guilt of your people.

You forgave the guilt of your people, *
And covered all their sins.

You averted all your rage; *

You tuned back the heat of your anger.

Bring us back, O God, our savior!

Put an end to your grievance against us.
Will you be angry with us forever?*

Will your anger last from age to age?

Will you not restore again our life, *
That your people may rejoice in you?
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy. *

And grant us your salvation.

I will hear what the Lord God speaks;
He speaks of peace for his people

And his faithful,

And those who turn their hearts to him.

His salvation is near for those who fear him, *
And his glory will dwell in our land.

0 Come, O come, Emmanuel
Redeem thy captive Israel,

That doth in exile homeless mourn
Until her Saviour Christ be born.

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel.
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come thou day star seen on high
with healing for our hearts draw nigh:
Do thou the mists of night dispel and
death’s forboding darkness quell.

O come of Gentile hearts, the King.

A world that needs thee ransoming

And save thy Servants who confess

with humbled hearts their faithlessness.

COMMUNION HYMN:

Savior of the nations, come;
Virgin’s Son, here make thy home!
Marvel now, O heav’'n and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.

Not by human flesh and blood;

By the Spirit of our God

Was the Word of God made flesh,
Woman'’s offspring, pure and fresh.

Wondrous birth! O wondrous child
Of the Virgin undefiled!

Though by all the world disowned,
Still to be in heavn’ enthroned.

From the Father forth he came
And returneth to the same,
Captive leading death and hell
High the song of triumph swell!

Thou, the Father’s only Son,
Hast o’er sin the vict'ry won.
Boundless shall thy kingdom be;
When shall we its glories see?

Brightly doth thy manger shine,
glorious is its light divine.

Let not sin o’er cloud this light;
Ever be our faith thus bright.

Praise to God the Father sin,
Praise to God the Son, our King,
Praise to God the Spirit be
Ever and eternally.

RECESSIONAL HYMN:

O come, divine Messiah!

The world in silence waits the day
When hope shall sing its triumph,
And sadness flee away.

Sweet Saviour, haste;

Come, come to earth, dispel the night
And show thy face,

And bid us hail the dawn of grace.

O come, divine Messiah!

The world in silence waits the day
when hope shall sing its triumph,
And sadness flee away.

0 thou, whom nations sighed for,
whom priests and prophets
Long foretold,

Wilt break the captive fetters,
Redeem the longlost fold.

Shalt come in peace and meekness,
And lowly will thy cradle be;

All clothed in human weakness
Shall we thy Godhead see.

Family Life Catholic Gifts
has many lovely gifts for this Christmas.

Brendan will be here with the Stall
today after the 9:30am Mass in the Hall.
or visit our website: catholicgifts.co.nz

NEXT SUNDAY:
21st December 2025
Fourth Sunday in Advent (Yr A)
Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24;

LITURGY ROSTER
Readers: E. O’'Brien, P. Agostini
Prayers of the Faithful: M. D’Souza
Offertory: Malgeri Family
Special Ministers: P. Tagiilima

CHURCH CLEANING
No Cleaning

SUNDAY CUP OF TEA ROSTER
School Holidays

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK

14 Dec: Caylyss Anania
15 Dec: Marjory Moore
16 Dec: Josephine Hill, Drina Letica
17 Dec: Nathanial Pierce
18 Dec: Mary Scanlon, Myrtle Goudie,

Oliver Bray - Taylor
19 Dec: Fonofale Endemann
20 Dec: Peter Somerville, Karmela Paunovic

PARISH FINANCES
Parish $2,300.40
Priests $1,150.00
Total APS and Cash $3,450.40

HOLY FAMILY PARISH NOTICES

Christmas Mass Schedule

WEDNESDAY, DEC 24TH
10pm: Carols Service
11pm: Midnight Mass

THURSDAY, DEC 25T
8am: Latin Mass
10am: English Christmas Mass
Please note:

There will be changes to our
Mass schedule from Friday 26t
December till Monday 12t January
the changes will be posted
in the foyer next week.

Holy Family Feast Day
Amazing Race & BBQ
Sunday 28th December
11am to 4pm
Meeting in the Parish Hall
The Amazing Race is a team event
Gather your 4 to 6
closest friends and family to take part in
a race to find your next location.

[t will be a fun day for the whole family.
There are puzzles to solve
and races to run.
All Welcome

If you want to take part email
hfparish@xtra.co.nz
Before 24th December (Christmas Eve)

Bring something to put on the BBQ
and your favourite Salads.
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