15t SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR A - 30" of NOVEMBER 2025

FIRST READING : Isaiah 2:1-5

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In the days to come the mountain of the Temple of the Lord shall
tower above the mountains and be lifted higher than the hills. All the nations will stream to it, peoples without number will come
to it; and they will say: ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the Temple of the God of Jacob that he may teach us his
ways so that we may walk in his paths; since the Law will go out from Zion, and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.” He will
wield authority over the nations and adjudicate between many peoples; these will hammer their swords into ploughshares, their
spears into sickles. Nation will not lift sword against nation, there will be no more training for war. O House of Jacob, come, let us
walk in the light of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM : Psalm 121(122):1-2,4-5,6-9
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134 Let us go re—joi-cing to the house of the Lord

I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.” And now our feet are standing within your gates,

O Jerusalem. IY

It is there that the tribes go up the tribes of the Lord for Israel’s law it is there to praise the Lord’s name there were set the thrones of
judgement of the house of the Lord. I¥

For love of my brethren and friends, I say: “Peace upon you”, For love of the house of the Lord I will ask for your good. I¥

SECOND READING : Romans 13:11-14

You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up now: our salvation is even nearer than it was when we were converted. The night
is almost over, it will be daylight soon - let us give up all the things we prefer to do under cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves
and appear in the light. Let us live decently as people do in the daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or licentiousness, and
no wrangling or jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL : Matthew 24:37-44

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son of Man comes. For in those days before the Flood
people were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah went into the ark, and they suspected nothing
till the Flood came and swept all away. It will be like this when the Son of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one is taken,
one left; of two women at the millstone grinding, one is taken, one left. ‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your
master is coming. You may be quite sure of this, that if the householder had known at what time of the night the burglar would
come, he would have stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to break through the wall of his house. Therefore, you too
must stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.’

FAMILY PRAYERS FOR ADVENT WREATH First Candle and Week 1 of Advent
What to do? Monday: “O Wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of the Most
1. Begin with the Sign of the Cross High. You fill the universe and hold all things together in a strong
2. Light Candle yet gentle manner. O come to teach us the way of truth.”
3. Say Antiphon of the Day Tuesday: “O Adonai and leader of Israel, you appeared to Moses
4. Say the Advent Prayer of that week in a burning bush and you gave him the Law on Sinai. O come and
5. say Gospel of the Week save us with your mighty power.”
6

Wednesday: “O stock of Jesse, you stand as a signal for the
nations; kings fall silent before you whom the peoples acclaim. O
come to deliver us, and do not delay.”

Thursday: “O key of David and sceptre of Israel, what you open
no one else can close again; what you close no one can open. O
come to lead the captive from prison; free those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death.”

Friday: “O Rising Sun, you are the splendour of eternal light and
the sun of justice. O come and enlighten those who sitin darkness
and in the shadow of death.”

Saturday: “O King whom all the people’s desire, you are the
cornerstone which makes all one. O come and save man whom
you made from clay.”

Sunday: “O Emmanuel, you are our king and judge, the One
whom the peoples await and their Saviour. O come and save us,
Lord, our God.”

. Finish with Grace before Meals.

1st Week Prayer: Stir up your might we beg You Lord, and
come, so that we may escape through Your protection and
be saved by Your help from the dangers that threaten us
because of our sins. Who lives and reigns forever and ever.
Amen

1stWeek Gospel Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

“Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the strength
to escape the tribulations that are imminent...”




"The sin of
the century
is the loss
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sense of
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The devil is like a rabid dog tied 1o
a chain; beyond the length of the
chain he cannot seize anyone.
And you: keep at a distance.
[fyou approach too near, you let
yourself be caught. Remember
that the devil has only one door by
which to enter the soul: the will.

“O Lord, everything
good in me is due to
‘you. The rest 1s my

fault »
&9 i
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- Augustine

“IF YOU KNEW HOW QUICKLY PEOPLE
WOULD FORGET ABOUT YOU AFTER
YOUR DEATH, YOU WILL NOT SEEK IN
YOUR LIFE TO PLEASE ANYONE BUT
GOD.”

-JOHN CHRYSOSTOM-
CIRCA 387

- 5t John Paul Il

"YOU HAVE MADE
US FOR YOURSELF,
O LORD, AND OUR

HEARTS ARE
RESTLESS UNTIL
THEY REST IN
YOU."”

AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO

"The saints were
so completely dead to
themselves they
cared very little whether |
others agreed with
them ornot."

— S TeAN \anne —
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"The homemaker
has the ultimate
’ 3 . S career. All other
want all I do, y TS S | - careers exist for
even the ' call T N one pmposegnly
e ' - and that is to
support the
ultimate career."

‘I can’t do big
things, but I

smallest thing,
to be for the
greater glory €& S

of God.” -C.S. Lewis

"By washing the Disciples' feet, Jesus Christ
would teach us humility, and also with what
purity we ought to draw near to Him."

"When we yield to
discouragement it is
usually because we

give oo much
thought to the past
and fo the future."

-St. John Marie Vianney

St. Therese of Lisieux




INTROIT:

(PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED SHEET)
Unto you have I lifted up my soul.

0 my God, I trust in you,

Let me not be put to shame;

Do not allow my enemies

to laugh at me;

For none of those who are awaiting you
Will be disappointed.

O Lord, make me know your ways. *
Teach me your paths.

Guide me in your truth, and teach me; +
For you are the God of my salvation. *

I have hoped in you all day long.

Remember your compassion, O LORD, +
And your merciful love, *
For they are from of old.

Do not remember the sins of my youth, *
Nor my transgressions.

In your merciful love remember me, *
Because of your goodness, O Lord.

Glory be to the Father

OFFERTORY CHANT:

Unto you, O Lord, have I lifted up my soul;
0 my God, I trust in you, let me not be put
to shame; do not allow my enemies to
laugh at me; for none of those who are
awaiting you will be disappointed

Guide me in your truth, and teach me;
For you are for the God of my salvation.
I have hoped in you all day long.

Remember your compassion, O Lord,
And your merciful love,
For they are from of old.

Do not remember the sins of my youth,
Nor my transgressions.

In your merciful love remember me,
Because of your goodness, O Lord.

Good and upright is the Lord;

He shows the way to sinners. He guides the
humble in right judgement;

To the humble he teaches his way.

Come, thou long expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free;

From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art:
Dear desire of ev’ry nation,

joy of ev’ry longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,

Born a child, and yet a king,

Born to reign in us forever,

Now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit
Raise us to thy glorious throne.

COMMUNION HYMN:

O Bread of Heaven, beneath this veil
Thou dost my very God conceal;

My Jesus dearest treasure, hail!

I love Thee and adoring kneel:

Each loving soul by Thee is fed
With Thy Own Self in form of Bread.

0 Food of life, Thou Who dost give
The pledge of immortality;

I live; no, ‘tis not I that live,

God gives me life, God lives in me:

He feeds my soul, He guides my ways
And every grief with joy repays.

O Bond of Love, that dost unite

The servant to his Loving Lord;

Could I dare live and not requite

Such love, then death were meet
reward;

[ cannot live, unless to prove

Some love for such unmeasured Love.

Beloved Lord in Heaven above

There Jesus Thou awaitest me,

To gaze on Thee with endless love,

Yes thus [ hope Thus it shall be.

For how can He deny me Heaven,

Who here on earth Himself hath given?

RECESSIONAL HYMN:

O come, divine Messiah!

The world in silence waits the day
When hope shall sing its triumph,
And sadness flee away.

Sweet Saviour, haste;

Come, come to earth, dispel the night
And show thy face,

And bid us hail the dawn of grace.

O come, divine Messiah!

The world in silence waits the day
when hope shall sing its triumph,
And sadness flee away.

O thou, whom nations sighed for,
whom priests and prophets
Long foretold,

Wilt break the captive fetters,
Redeem the longlost fold.

Shalt come in peace and meekness,
And lowly will thy cradle be;

All clothed in human weakness
Shall we thy Godhead see.

Baptism for Older Children

We offer a special Baptismal Preparation
Programme for children aged 7 to 17 who
wish to be baptised. The classes will run
from January 24th to February 28th, from
10 am to 11 am. To have your child
baptised, please provide a copy of your
own baptism certificate register to the
Parish Office at hfparish@xtra.co.nz

NEXT SUNDAY:
7th December 2025
Second Sunday in Advent (Yr A)
Is11:1-10; Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12;

LITURGY ROSTER
Readers: M. D’Souza, T. Molloy
Prayers of the Faithful: C. Tagiilima
Offertory: W & R Fakava
Special Ministers: K. Selvan

CHURCH CLEANING
No Cleaning

SUNDAY CUP OF TEA ROSTER
Mothers Prayer Group

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
30 Nov: Alice McCormick
2 Dec: Mary Green, Elizabeth Banfi
5 Dec: Kevin Lyons, Philip Luoni,
Fiona Cochrane

PARISH FINANCES
Parish $2,951.01
Priests $1,475.50
Total APS and Cash $4426.51

HOLY FAMILY PARISH NOTICES

Christmas Mass Schedule

WEDNESDAY, DEC 24TH
10pm: Carols Service
11pm: Midnight Mass

THURSDAY, DEC 25T
8am: Latin Mass
10am: English Christmas Mass

Holy Family Feast Day
Amazing Race & BBQ
Sunday 28th December
11am to 4pm
Meeting in the Parish Hall
The Amazing Race is a team event
Gather your 4 to 6 closest friends and
family
and email hfparish@xtra.co.nz
to take part.

Bring something to put on the BBQ or
your favourite Salads

24 Hour Adoration

It is our final one for 2025 - we always have
time slots available, if you are available to
cover 6pm-7pm, 8pm-9pm,11pm to 12am,
4am to 5am, 10am to 11am, 11am to 12pm,
5pm to 6pm. If you are available to cover
any of these times, please let Ellen know -
hfparish@xtra.co.nz

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS, only 1 Sunday
left. We are still collecting for the food
hamper. Please bring dry food items to
the Office on Tuesdays, Thursdays, or
Fridays from 10am to 4pm, or give them
to Ellen or Stephen on Sunday. Last
drop-off is Sunday, December 7th.
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