23" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR C - 7TH SEPTEMEBER 2025

FIRST READING : Wisdom 9:13-18;

What man indeed can know the intentions of God? Who can divine the will of the Lord? The reasonings of mortals are unsure
and our intentions unstable; for a perishable body presses down the soul, and this tent of clay weighs down the teeming mind.
It is hard enough for us to work out what is on earth, laborious to know what lies within our reach; who, then, can discover
what is in the heavens? As for your intention, who could have learnt it, had you not granted Wisdom and sent your holy spirit
from above? Thus have the paths of those on earth been straightened and men been taught what pleases you, and saved, by
Wisdom.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM : Psalm 89(90):3-6,12-14,17; Happy Father’s Day
s T = f to all the fathers in our parish!
o ’ —e —* ———» o —" Enjoy your special day

134 In every age O Lord, you have been our refuge. filled with love and blessings!

You turn men back into dust, and say ‘go back sons of men.” To your eyes a thousand years are like yesterday. Come and gone, no more
than a watch in the night. Iy

You sweep men away like a dream, like grass which springs up in the morning, In the morning it springs up and flowers, by evening it
withers and fades. IY

Make us know the shortness of our life, that we may gain wisdom of heart. Lord, relent! Is your anger forever? Show pity to your
servants. Y

In the morning fill, us with your love, we shall exult and rejoice all our days. Let the favour of the Lord be upon us, give success to the
work of our hands. ¥

SECOND READING : Philemon 9-10,12-17;

This is Paul writing, an old man now and, what is more, still a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for a child of
mine, whose father [ became while wearing these chains: [ mean Onesimus. I am sending him back to you, and with him - I
could say - a part of my own self. I should have liked to keep him with me; he could have been a substitute for you, to help
me while I am in the chains that the Good News has brought me. However, I did not want to do anything without your consent;
it would have been forcing your act of kindness, which should be spontaneous. I know you have been deprived of Onesimus
for a time, but it was only so that you could have him back for ever, not as a slave any more, but something much better than
a slave, a dear brother; especially dear to me, but how much more to you, as a blood-brother as well as a brother in the Lord.
So if all that we have in common means anything to you, welcome him as you would me.

GOSPEL : Luke 14:25-33;

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way, and he turned and spoke to them. ‘If any man comes to me without hating his
father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes and his own life too, he cannot be my disciple. Anyone who does not carry
his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. ‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower, would not first
sit down and work out the cost to see if he had enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the foundation and then found
himself unable to finish the work, the onlookers would all start making fun of him and saying, “Here is a man who started to
build and was unable to finish.” Or again, what king marching to war against another king would not first sit down and
consider whether with ten thousand men he could stand up to the other who advanced against him with twenty thousand?
If not, then while the other king was still a long way off, he would send envoys to sue for peace. So, in the same way, none of
you can be my disciple unless he gives up all his possessions.’

PARISH QUIZ NIGHT
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, PARISH HALL, 7pm
Register a Team of 8 people with Ellen in the Office.

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY
9 WEEK COURSE
STARTED SEPTEMBER 4
THURSDAY EVENINGS, THE JOSEPH CENTER, 7-9pm
A new course exploring the Church’s deep teaching on Man and Woman, their sexual complementarity in the body, the call to

love, the gift of marriage and family, the virtues required, and how these relate to the mystery of Redemption.
Give your cell phone number to the Parish Office to receive text notification-confirmation of the class each week.

ALL SAINTS’ PARTY

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2, PARISH HALL, AFTER THE 9:30AM MASS
Come dressed as your favourite Saint.
There will be prizes for best-dressed Saints in each age group, (open to all ages 0 to 18+)
To register for the best-dressed Saint Contest, see Ellen or email hfparish@xtra.co.nz with name, age and Saint name.




PROCESSIONAL HYMN:
Gather, Lord, Your people,
called to be Your Bride,
formed by Blood and Water
flowing from Your side,
joined with You in baptism,
washed to give rebirth,

she filled with Your Spirit,
shall renew the earth.

You the one true Shepherd,
searching for the lost,

You the Lamb of offering,
counting not the cost,

You have called each one by name,
each Your precious choice,

May we enter by Your gate,
listening to your voice.

At Your mother’s pleading,

You gave finest wine,

Now Your Church implores You,
Jesus fruitful vine.

Heed the thirsting of her heart,
and bring forth a flood,

Open wide the fountain

of Your Precious Blood.

Send Your Holy Spirit,

by that Blood outpoured,

making us one Body,

Temple of the Lord.

With Your sev'n fold gifts descend,
font of Charity, that we may cry
“Abba”, and true children be.

OFFERTORY HYMN:

Be thou my vision,

O Lord of my heart;

All else be nought to me,
save that thou art.

Thou my best thought,
by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping

thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom,
and thou my true word;
[ ever with thee and
thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father;
thine own may I be:
Thou in me dwelling,
and I one with thee.

High King of heaven,

when victory is won,

May I reach heaven’s joys,

bright heaven’s Sun!

Heart of my heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

COMMUNION HYMN:

Sicut cervus desiderat

ad fontes aquarum ita desiderat,
anima mea ad te Deus.

0 thou, who at thy Eucharist didst
pray that all thy Church

might be for ever one,

grant us at every

Eucharist to say

with longing heart and soul,

"thy will be done."

0 may we all one Bread, one Body be,

through this blest Sacrament of unity.

For all thy Church, O Lord,

we intercede; make thou our sad
divisions soon to cease;

draw us the nearer

each to each, we plead,

by drawing all to thee,

O Prince of Peace; thus may we all
one Bread, one Body be,

through this blest Sacrament of unity.

We pray thee too for wanderers
from thy fold;

O bring them back,

good Shepherd of the sheep,

back to the faith

which saints believed of old,

back to the Church which still that
faith doth keep; soon may we all
one Bread, one Body be,

through this blest Sacrament of unity.

So, Lord, at length

when sacraments shall cease,
May we be one with

all thy Church above,

one with thy saints

in one unbroken peace,
One with thy saints

in one unbounded love;
More blessed still,

in peace and love to be
one with Trinity in Unity.

RECESSIONAL HYMN:

Immaculate Mary!
Our hearts are on fire;
that title so wondrous
Fills all our desire!

Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria!
Ave, Ave, Ave Maria!

We pray for God’s glory,
May His kingdom come;
We pray for His Vicar,
Our Father in Rome.

We pray for our Mother,
The Church upon earth,
And bless, sweetest Lady,
The land of our birth.

“God chooses ordinary men for
fatherhood to accomplish his

extraordinary plan.”
G.K. Chesterton

NEXT SUNDAY:
14th September 2025
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross (Yr C)
Num 21:4-9; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17;

LITURGY ROSTER
Readers: S. Shaw, R. Cardoza
Prayers of the Faithful: E. Shaw
Offertory: N & V Fakava Family
Special Ministers: P. Capundag

CHURCH CLEANING
Spemann Family

SUNDAY CUP OF TEA ROSTER
Tongan Community

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK
7 Sept: Sharn Inu, Caroline Bell
8 Sept: Juliana Leifi, Brenda Harvey
9 Sept: Margaret Anderson, Albert Wallace
11 Sept: Eliza Ashton, Jolene Lopez
12 Sept: Gary Hogg
13 Sept: Telesia Logo

PARISH FINANCES
Parish $2,109.87
Priests $1,054.93
Total APS and Cash $3,164.80

HOLY FAMILY PARISH NOTICES
Christmas Hampers: The Mother’s group is
gathering food donations to create food
hampers for families in need during the
Christmas Season. If you would like to
donate food items to the hampers, Please
bring your dry foodstuffs to the Office on
Tues, Thurs & Fri -10am to 4pm, or hand
them to Ellen or Stephen on a Sunday or
whenever you see them, the last day for
drop off is 7t Dec.

St Joseph’s Men's Group - Walk on
Saturday 13t September, meet at 8am at
the Arataki Visitor Centre, 300 Scenic
Drive, Oratia, Waitakere 0604. 7km walk,
1.5 hours. Bring snacks, water, and your
Rosary. For more info contact Stephen
0211212532

DIOCESAN NOTICES
Discover why the Family Is the Sanctuary
of Life. Join Fr. Shenan Boquet, Saturday
20 September 8:00am-3:30pm
St Columba Centre, 40 Vermont Street,
Ponsonby, Auckland, For more info contact
Simon Archer 021400729

Multi medium Art class coming soon! No
age limit, All Welcome! Please contact
Therese 0275097574 for details and to
register. Specific class time will be notified
separately

The Catholic 30s & 40s group will take to
the sea with Auckland Sea Kayaks on 18
October: City Lights Night Kayak Tour -
Auckland Sea Kayaks - Epic deals and last
minute discounts At 6:30pm, we will meet
at Z Pier, Westhaven Marina, and then
cruise around Auckland Harbour for about
2 hours. Do note that spaces are limited so
get in quick!



https://www.bookme.co.nz/things-to-do/auckland/activity/city-lights-night-kayak-tour-auckland-sea-kayaks/72452
https://www.bookme.co.nz/things-to-do/auckland/activity/city-lights-night-kayak-tour-auckland-sea-kayaks/72452
https://www.bookme.co.nz/things-to-do/auckland/activity/city-lights-night-kayak-tour-auckland-sea-kayaks/72452

